Tafsirlbn K<ith' * 

ij uuj V <-jIj£ 2| iiUj 

This is the Book: in it is guidance sure, without doubt, to those who fear Allah 


4 tMu'minun 


Revealed in Makkah 


In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most 
Merciful. 


" {•>*!' 0 <• 

(j^LaJ^ajt ?nl3l .13 

23:1 Successful indeed are the believers. 

23:2 Those who with their Salah are Khashi'un. 

- J> , 0 i o, S*. - of' • i,' 

23:3 And those who turn away from Al-Laghw. 

UJ?*-3 J»A j 

23:4 And those who pay the Zakah. 
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U jkj A J 

23:5 And those who guard their private parts. 

* O O % -* 0 * \ ' ok 0. '&X' \" i || 

^ J> C5^ *) 

23:6 Except from their wives or their right hand 
possessions, for then, they are free from blame. 

jta tdli $.1 jj 

23:7 But whoever seeks beyond that, then those are 
the transgressors. 

" 0 O'' 0 ,, ■; " O 0 % *#4" 

UJ^ J (VgJ 1 * 2 ^ U^'J 

23:8 Those who are faithfully true to their Amanat 
and to their covenants are Ra' un. 

U jk? V) °f^ U$J 

23:9 And those who strictly guard their Salawat. 

bAjjs ?■ 

23:10 These are indeed the heirs. 

uj 4 ^ fel J*A 

23:11 Who shall inherit Firdaws. They shall dwell 
therein forever. 


Th e Success is for the believers whose qualities are described! 
Iherel 


Allah says: 


Successful indeed are the believers, 
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means, they have attained victory and are 
blessed, for they have succeeded. These are the 
believers who have the following characteristics: 

(Y ) (jj^l 

Those who with their Salah are Khashi' un. 

Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn Abbas said: 

"((jjxwl*. Khashi'un) means those with fear and 
with tranquility." 

This was also narrated from Mujahid, Al-Hasan, 
Qatadah and Az-Zuhri. 

It was reported from Ali bin Abi Talib, may Allah be 
pleased with him, that; 

Khushu' means the Khushu ' of the heart. 

This was also the view of Ibrahim An-Nakha' i. 

Al-Hasan Al-Basri said, 

"Their Khushu' was in their hearts." 

So they lowered their gaze and were humble 
towards others. 

Khushu' in prayer is only attained by the one who has 
emptied his heart totally, who does not pay attention to 
anything else besides it, and who prefers it above all 
else. At that point it becomes a delight and a joy for 
eyes, as in the Hadith recorded by Imam Ahmad and 
An-Nasa'i from Anas, who said that the Messenger of 
Allah said: 

aUl«all ejl °"'Wj iiliiullj i - ijHall ^]l 


Fragrance and women have been made dear to 
me, and Salah was made the joy of my eye. 

(V) qjjJojxm jilll (jc. °^A jjill j 

And those who turn away from Al-Laghw. 
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refers to falsehood, which includes Shirk and sin, 
and any words or deeds that are of no benefit. 

As Allah says: 

Lai 1Ijj-a ILI j 

And if they pass by Al-Laghw, they pass by it 
with dignity. (25:72) 

Qatadah said: 

"By Allah, there came to them from Allah that 
which kept them away from that (evil)." 

(£) jjlc.ll SISjll {A (jjLllj 


And those who pay the Zakah. 

Most commentators say that the meaning here is the 
Zakah that is paid on wealth, even though this Ayah 
was revealed in Makkah, and Zakah was ordained in Al- 
Madinah in the year 2 H. 


The apparent meaning is that the Zakah that was 
instituted in Al-Madinah is the one based upon the 
Nusub and the specific amounts, apart from which it 
seems that the basic principle of Zakah was enjoined in 
Makkah. As Allah says in Surah Al-An'am, which was 
also revealed in Makkah: 


> ^ i aa 




4 Q-v 


J->l£ J 


but pay the due thereof on the day of their 
harvest, (6:141) 


It could be that what is meant here by Zakah is 
purification of the soul from Shirk and filth, as in the 

Ayah: 

IgJl j QA LI 

' $ j. uL L_iUk La j 

Indeed he succeeds who purifies himself 
(Zakkaha). And indeed he fails who corrupts 
himself. (91:9-10) 
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It could be that both meanings are intended, purification 
of the soul and of one's wealth, because that is part of 
the purification of the soul, and the true believer is one 
who pays attention to both matters. 

And Allah knows best. 

And Allah says; 


(^ ) jta JJC- ^glll jUajt CilSLa Ua j\ ~ ^1 j jt ill 

(V) jjjjUJI liljljti liUl f.) 


And those who guard their private parts. Except from 
their wives and their right hand possessions, for then, 
they are free from blame. But whoever seeks beyond 
that, then those are the transgressors. 

means, those who protect their private parts from 
unlawful actions and do not do that which Allah 
has forbidden; fornication and homosexuality, 
and do not approach anyone except the wives 
whom Allah has made permissible for them or 
their right hand possessions from the captives. 
One who seeks what Allah has made permissible 
for him is not to be blamed and there is no sin on 
him. 


Allah says: 


J±. °4-p... 

... liUi JJ 


they are free from blame. But whoever 
seeks beyond that, meaning, other than a 
wife or slave girl, 

jjiiia asrjts... 

then those are the transgressors. 

meaning, aggressors. 
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Allah says: 


(A) ^AAg C,j fA jjjjllj 

Those who are faithfully true to their Amanat and to 
their covenants, 

When they are entrusted with something, they do 
not betray that trust, but they fulfill it, and when 
they make a promise or make a pledge, they are 
true to their word. 

This is not like the hypocrites about whom the 
Messenger of Allah said: 

(Jjaliall 4 jI 

u. OS Ti w |j| • 

“ qT-v! lilj • 

The signs of the hypocrite are three: 

• when he speaks he lies, 

• when he makes a promise he breaks it, 
and 

• when he is entrusted with something he 
betrays that trust. 

( ^ jLa ^ C- (jj ill j 

And those who strictly guard their Salawat. 

means, they persistently offer their prayers at 
their appointed times, 

Ibn Mas' ud said: 

"I asked the Messenger of Allah, ' 0 Messenger of 
Allah, which deed is most beloved to Allah!' 

He said, 


Prayer at the appointed time. 
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I said, 'Then what! 1 
He said, 

j£Tj3l jj 


Kindness to one's parents. 
I said, 'Then what! 1 
He said, 




Jihad in the way of Allah. 

It was recorded in the Two Sahihs. 


Qatadah said: 


"At the fixed times, with the proper bowing and 
prostration." 


Allah begins and ends this list of praiseworthy qualities 
with Salah, which is indicative of its virtue, as the 
Prophet said: 


Uj tSULall 'JaL y Ij^LIj (I y 


■^***.'' , jlj i j^ '• ‘ • ' 
j^jll JSc 


Adhere to righteousness, you will never be able 
encompass it all. Know that the best of your 
deeds is Salah. None will preserve his Wuddu' 
except the believer. 

Having described them with these praiseworthy characteristics 
and righteous deeds, Allah then says: 

C' •) uj^jl jll 

(n ) uJJS jsll 

These are indeed the heirs. Who shall inherit Firdaws. 

They shall dwell therein forever. 
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It was recorded in the Two Sahihs that the Messenger of 
Allah said: 


Jc.\ ajIS SuJjiJXi a jJLii a^J 2il ^ 131 

(JjijC- A3 j3j taV-vll ^j-~- a**i 4_l«j t4'Vk.H 


If you ask Allah for Paradise, then ask him for Al- 
Firdaws, for it is the highest part of Paradise, in 
the middle of Paradise, and from it spring the 
rivers of Paradise, and above it is the (Mighty) 
Throne of the Most Merciful. 

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Abu Hurayrah said, 

"The Messenger of Allah said: 

tAjiaJI (Jjox l^jUjla a3j 13] .1^.1 1-a 

'ip <4lJ u 2i3k3l’'Jkt &JJ 'J31I 'Jk3a cbU, "jll *jlSll 

;ttjS 

There is not one among you who does not have 
two homes, a home in Paradise and a home in 
Hell. If he dies and enters Hell, the people of 
Paradise will inherit his home, and this is what 
Allah said: 

ujaj'j^' (These are indeed the heirs). 

Ibn Jurayj narrated from Layth from Mujahid: 

(jjjJjil (These are indeed the heirs), 

"The believers will inherit the homes of the 
disbelievers because they were created to 
worship Allah Alone with no partner or associate. 
So when these believers did what was enjoined 
on them of worship, and the disbelievers 
neglected to do that which they were commanded 
to do and for which they had been created, the 
believers gained the share that they would have 
been given if they had obeyed their Lord. Indeed, 
they will be given more than that as well." 
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This is what was reported in Sahih Muslim from Abu 
Burdah, from his father, from the Prophet who said: 


t (jjjaluixll qa 

lS j tg 


(JjAj 4-al3£ll f 

>" O * ■* * . 0 . - t 

JLjJaJj 4S\) lA 


Some of the Muslims will come on the Day of 
Resurrection with sins like mountains, but Allah 
will forgive them and put (their burden of sin) on 
the Jews and Christians. 


According to another version: the Messenger of Allah 
said: 


& LjjI j ■ 1 jl ~j ‘ " * (JSl 2lll .A-i- 4_aU£3l ^ (jlS 131 


jisil 'cja dlSlSa 13a 


When the Day of Resurrection comes, Allah will 
appoint for every Muslim a Jew or Christian, and 
it will be said, 

"This is your ransom from the Fire." 

Umar bin Abd Al-Aziz asked Abu Burdah to swear 
by Allah besides Whom there is no other God, 
three times, that his father told him that from the 
Prophet, and he swore that oath. I say: this Ayah 
is like Allah's saying: 

tj|j rfZ 1333c. (Jmo 4j31! dBj 


Such is the Paradise which We shall give 
as an inheritance to those of Our servants 
who have had Taqwa. (19:63) 


Uaj Ia j-ajjjjf jfll Aj 33I lilljj 


This is the Paradise which you have been 
made to inherit because of your deeds 
which you used to do. (43:72) 
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pA, cU t> c>^V! OSH jSTj 

23:12 And indeed We created man out of an extract 
of Tin. 

i ■" v* * ** ''.o* % 9- " £ £ 

J* J* L5^ 4 "»> ^ 

23:13 Thereafter We made him a Nutfah in a safe 
lodging. 

\ -* <* o ^ «*<*-*•' <%*•'*''* •* ** «*-vo* 4*4 4 "iS“ # 

\ iSli^-3 AiuJax AsIxjI l Jilla-S AsIc. 4 Sia ill \ fa'*»>• 

till kJu!d JS Lkl r V» tjjlSi Uir. 

23:14 Then We made the Nutfah into a clot, then 
We made the clot into a little lump of flesh, then We 
made out of that little lump of flesh bones, then We 
clothed the bones with flesh, and then We brought 
it forth as another creation. 

C&pd 4311 'cSTjiaS 

So Blessed is Allah, the Best of creators. 

ojSj at ji 

23:15 After that, surely you will die. 


oJ^-p 




» I > j 




23:16 Then (again), surely you will be resurrected 
on the Day of Resurrection. 


The Sign of Allah in the progressi ve creation of Man from| 
Clay then from Nutfah and thereafterB/tf^y-* 


Allah tells: 

p \ | cl) 4 * (j* (jljaljlll L&k. Ssl J 

And indeed We created man out of an extract of Tin. 
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Allah tells us how He initially created man from an 
extract of Tin. This was Adam, peace be upon 
him, whom Allah created from sounding clay of 
altered black smooth mud. 

Ibn Jarir said, 

"Adam was called Tin because he was created 
from it." 

Qatadah said, 

"Adam was created from Tin." 


This is the more apparent meaning and is closer 
to the context, for Adam, upon him be peace, was 
created from a sticky Tin, which is a sounding 
clay of altered black smooth mud, and that is 
created from dust, as Allah says: 








Ali-ll 




And among His signs is this that He created you 
(Adam) from dust, and then -- behold you are 
human beings scattered! (30:20) 

Imam Ahmad recorded from Abu Musa that the Prophet 
said: 


jAJ 

’SJJXj 


(j;0 lT-(j^o ^j| Jjl-k 2b I (jl 


Allah created Adam from a handful which He 
picked up from throughout the earth, so the sons 
of Adam came forth accordingly, red and white 
and black and in between, evil and good and in 
between. 

Abu Dawud and At-Tirmidhi recorded something 
similar. 

At-Tirmidhi said, "It is Sahih Hasan." 


qT.\ * 1 -s. 
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Thereafter We made him a Nutfah. 

Here the pronoun refers back to humankind, as in 
another Ayah: 

(Jj-uuVI (_jl^ Ailk ' ^' iS'A 

?.Lo jj-a AliLui (jja aLoU Jsti. ^aj 

and He began the creation of man from clay. 
Then He made his offspring from semen of 
despised water. (32:7-8) 

meaning, weak, as He says: 

<vl!a jjx j 

^jl ^ A jlat-a^ 


Did We not create you from a despised water, 
Then We placed it in a place of safety. (77:20-21) 

meaning the womb, which is prepared and 
readily equipped for that, 




... in a safe lodging. 


f lA 

For a known period. So We did measure; and We 
are the Best to measure. (77:22-23) 

meaning, for a known period of time, until 
it is established and moves from one stage 
to the next. 


Allah says here, 


_ aILIII ISEk ^ 


Then We made the Nutfah into a clot, 
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meaning, 'then We made the Nutfah, which is 
the water gushing forth that comes from the loins 
of man, i.e., his back, and the ribs of woman, i.e., 
the bones of her chest, between the clavicle and 
the breast. Then it becomes a red clot, like an 
elongated clot. 1 

Ikrimah said, "This is blood." 


4 aT»H i \<*W Q .. 

then We made the clot into a little lump of flesh, 

which is like a piece of flesh with no shape or 
features. 


1 'A T>r, A 4°. 1 3 

then We made out of that little lump of flesh bones, 

meaning, 'We gave it shape, with a head, two 
arms and two legs, with its bones, nerves and 
veins.' 


I .aaJ IjjjaiSa 


then We clothed the bones with flesh, 

meaning, 'We gave it something to cover it and 
strengthen it.' 


tali. 


... 


and then We brought it forth as another creation. 

means, 'then We breathed the soul into it, and it 
moved and became a new creature, one that 
could hear, see, understand and move. 

jl) tali sULijf (and then We brought it forth as another 
creation). 

Al-'Awfi reported that Ibn Abbas said, 

"We change it from one stage to another until it 
emerges as an infant, then it grows up through 
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the stages of being a child, adolescent, youth, 
mature man, old man and senile man." 

Imam Ahmad recorded in his Musnad that Abdullah 
Ibn Mas' ud — said, 

"The Messenger of Allah, the Truthful One, told 
us: 


cTati'i Uiojj Alat (jlaJ ^^3 (jl 

A_lll (JIujj jaJ tiillj JL. Ajt_k^a>a JL. aUc. (jjlL: 

tAlXlj tAJj^j • i"'1 «K £jjtj j-ajjj A-i3 »°'j3 c^ILslI 

ajJC- All U i_$'A I _jS t Amjui jf a .*.< ^A (_JAj tAXafrj 
t^l^p til Igjjjj aXjj (jjXj ^ C 5 ^ AiLlI J&t JoJtJ Jair )1 

"ijfj JjII Ja! JX*j a! X’iXjq LjIjXII aIXc. Ljfuua 

ill l AjIj (jjlLi JaI JoXj J**j] 

l^XkXii aX^II JaI Jojo a! ~Ta. i 31 _TXIl aJc. (jjluja t^4 


The creation of anyone of you is gathered for 
forty days in his mother's stomach as a Nutfah, 
then he becomes a clot for a similar period of 
time, then he becomes a little lump of flesh for a 
similar length of time. 

Then the angel is sent to him and he breathes the 
soul into it, and four things are decreed: 

• his provision, 

• his life-span, 

• his deeds, and 

• whether he will be wretched or blessed. 


By the One besides Whom there is no other god, 
one of you may do the deeds of the people of 
Paradise until there is no more than a forearm's 
length between him and it, then the decree will 
overtake him and he will do the deeds of the 
people of Hell and thus enter Hell. 

And a man may do the deeds of the people of Hell 
until there is no more than a forearm's length 
between him and it, then the decree will overtake 
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him and he will do finally the deeds of the people 
of Paradise and thus enter Paradise. 

This was recorded by Al-Bukhari and Muslim. 

p i ) 'j a!]I jl_n3 

So Blessed is Allah, the Best of creators. 

means, when Allah mentions His ability and 
subtlety in creating this Nutfah and taking it 
from stage to stage until it takes the shape of a 
perfectly formed human being, He says, 

(So Blessed is Allah, the Best of 

creators). 


p o) J jaj 


After that, surely you will die. 

means, after first being created from nothing, you 
will eventually die. 


pi) ^jj 

Then (again), surely you will be resurrected on the Day 
of Resurrection. 

means, you will be created anew. 

aji.'V I eLuiUl aIII 

and then Allah will bring forth the creation of the 
Hereafter. (29:20), 

means, the Day of Return, when the souls 
will be restored to their bodies and all of 
creation will be brought to account. 
Everyone will be rewarded or punished 
according to his deeds -- if they are good 
then he will be rewarded, and if they are 
bad then he will be punished. 
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^ os Uj 'jiijL g* *»Sji an aij 


23:17 And indeed We have created above you seven 
Tara'iq, and We are never unaware of the creation. 


His Sign in the creation of the Heavens 


Allah says here, 

(> V) Uj '&\ jL ^ GH jJTj 

And indeed We have created above you seven Tara'iq, 
and We are never unaware of the creation. 

After mentioning the creation of man, Allah then 
mentions the creation of the seven heavens. 

Allah often mentions the creation of the heavens and 
earth alongside the creation of man, as He says 
elsewhere: 




The creation of the heavens and the earth is 
indeed greater than the creation of mankind. 
(40:57) 

A similar Ayah appears at the beginning of Surah As- 
Sajdah, which the Messenger of Allah used to recite on 
Friday mornings. At the beginning it mentions the 
creation of the heavens and earth, then it says how man 
was created from semen from clay, and it also discusses 
the resurrection and rewards and punishments, and 
other matters. 

(seven Tara'iq). 

Mujahid said, 

"This means the seven heavens." 
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This is like the Ayat: 

Cy“J J ^ null dl^-lajoill g nn*i 


The seven heavens and the earth and all that is 
therein, glorify Him. (17:44) 


tiljla £-1 ij AUl (jii. i ° T 1 jjj 


See you not how Allah has created the seven 
heavens one above another! (71:15) 

j-aVI JjpJJ Ui°J i— 1 (*4^ (jli- ^ ai aIII 

iiikt li aUi s Jj jjj 4iii y iyp* 

Laic, (J^j 


It is Allah Who has created seven heavens and of 
the earth the like thereof. His command descends 
between them (heavens and earth), that you may 
know that Allah has power over all things, and 
that Allah surrounds all things in (His) knowledge. 
(65:12) 


Similarly, Allah says here: 


(jjMi. Jjlkll <jC LS Uaj (Jjjl jla £Jjoi LSLk 


And indeed We have created above you seven Tara'iq, 
and We are never unaware of the creation. 


meaning, Allah knows what goes into the earth 
and what comes out of it, what comes down from 
heaven and what goes up into it. He is with you 
wherever you are, and Allah sees what you do. 
No heaven is hidden from Him by another and no 
earth is hidden from Him by another. There is no 
mountain but He knows its features, and no sea 
but He knows what is in its depths. He knows the 
numbers of what is in the mountains, the hills, 
the sands, the seas, the landscapes and the 
trees. 
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And not a leaf falls, but He knows it. There is not 
a grain in the darkness of the earth nor anything 
fresh or dry, but is written in a Clear Record. 
(6:59) 


taj i ji iissuits jiL ;u 9 xzji ;> 

^jjjAaS Aj i—jUb Js 

23:18 And We sent down from the sky water in 
measure, and We gave it lodging in the earth, and 
verily. We are able to take it away. 


A£ji J C*l la. Aj 

JjKfj \^xa j a jjjS 

23:19 Then We brought forth for you therewith 
gardens of date palms and grapes, wherein is much 
fruit for you, and whereof you eat. 

•° ' . Atl •* ' T'.°' 

| *-U^3j ^jAAlU (_1AAJ »l lUtl 

'a&w 

23:20 And a tree that springs forth from Tur Sinai, 
that grows oil, and relish for the eaters. 

rj»a *dj 

j jl£(i 5 jj$£ 

23:21 And verily, in the cattle there is indeed a 
lesson for you. We give you to drink of that which is 
in their bellies. And there are, in them, numerous 
benefits for you, and of them you eat. 

• 0j Lki jcj j 

23:22 And on them, and on ships you are carried. 
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Allah 's Signs and Blessings in the Rain, Vegetation, Trees and| 


Allah mentions His innumerable blessings to His servants, 

Cy* ^3^ J 

And We sent down from the sky water in measure, 

meaning, according to what is needed, not so 
much that it damages the lands and buildings, 
and not so little to be insufficient for crops and 
fruits, but whatever is needed for irrigation, 
drinking and other benefits. If there is a land that 
needs a lot of water for its irrigation but its fertile 
soil would be carried away if rain fell on it, then 
Allah sends water to it from another land, as in 
the case of Egypt, which is said to be a barren 
land. Allah sends the water of the Nile to it, which 
brings red soil from Ethiopia when it rains there. 

The water brings the red soil which is used to 
irrigate the land of Egypt, and whatever of it is 
deposited is used for agriculture, because the 
land of Egypt is infertile, and most of it is sand. 
Glory be to the Subtle One, the All-Knowing, the 
Most Merciful, the Forgiving. 

... 

and We gave it lodging in the earth, 

means, 'when the water comes down from the 
clouds, We cause it to settle in the earth, and We 
cause the earth to absorb it and the seeds etc. in 
the earth to be nourished by it.' 

(> A) jjjjjUO IjIj ... 

and verily, We are able to take it away, 
means, 

• ' if We wanted to cause it not to rain, We could do 
so; 

• if We wanted to divert it towards the wilderness 
and wastelands, We could do so; 
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• if We wanted to make it salty so that you could 
not benefit from it for drinking or irrigation, We 
could do so; 

• if We wanted to cause it not to be absorbed by 
the earth, but to remain on the surface, We could 
do so; 

• if We wanted to make it go deep underground 
where you would not be able to reach it and you 
could not benefit from it, We could do so.' 


But by His grace and mercy, He causes sweet, fresh 
water to fall on you from the clouds, then it settles in the 
earth and forms springs and rivers, and you use it to 
irrigate your crops and fruits, and you drink it and give it 
to your livestock and cattle, and you bathe and purify 
yourselves with it. To Him is due the praise and thanks. 


jj-a CIjUi-n ^2 Ijtiitl 


Then We brought forth for you therewith gardens of date 
palms and grapes, 


means, 'from that which We send down from the 
sky, We bring forth for you gardens and orchards 
which look beautiful.' 


l. ilTr.l j 


L>* 


of date palms and grapes, 

These were the kinds of gardens that were known 
to the people of the Hijaz, but there is no 
difference between a thing and its counterpart. 
The people of each region have fruits which are 
the blessing of Allah given to them, and for which 
they cannot properly thank Allah enough. 



wherein is much fruit for you, 

means, of all fruits. As Allah says elsewhere: 

(JS L -1 j&Vl J 111 J (jjJJ^jllj 4^ ^3 Clujj 

clljlajll 
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With it (the rain) He causes to grow for you the 
crops, the olives, the date palms, the grapes, and 
every kind of fruit. (16:11) 

( M ) QjMj Ijla j ... 

and whereof you eat. 

This implies that you look at its beauty, wait for it 
to ripen, then eat from it. 

?. Ljjjai (j-a ^ sjalij 

And a tree that springs forth from Tur Sinai, 

means the olive tree. 

Tur means a mountain. 

Some of the scholars said, 

"It is called Tur if there are trees on it, and if it is 
bare it is called Jabal, not Tur." 

And Allah knows best. 

Mount Sinai is the same as Tur Sinin, and it is the 
mountain on which Allah spoke to Musa bin Imran, peace 
be upon him, and in the surrounding mountains there 
are olive trees. 

(jAillj (" iV'"' 


that grows oil, 

Some scholars think it (linguistically) means that it brings 
forth oil. 

Others say it (linguistically) means "comes forth with 
oil." 

Allah said, 

... ... 

and relish, 

According to Qatadah, 

"meaning a condiment." 
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for the eaters. 


means, it contains a beneficial oil and condiment. 


Abd bin Humayd recorded in his Musnad and Tafsir 
from Umar that the Messenger of Allah said: 


Ailjl-La Ajli Aj I 


Eat (olive) oil as a condiment and apply it as oil, 
for it comes from a blessed tree. 


It was recorded by At-Tirmidhi and Ibn Majah. 

Allah's saying; 

a £-2lia ^ La!a a jjl j 

( v > ) Q jMj Ijjlaj 

( Y Y ) (jjLtaj i^QaSl ( _ 5 2c. j Ig-jlc. j 


And verily, in the cattle there is indeed a lesson for you. 
We give you to drink of that which is in their bellies. And 
there are, in them, numerous benefits for you, and of 
them you eat. And on them and on ships you are carried, 

Here Allah mentions the benefits He has given to 
His servants in cattle, for they drink their milk 
which comes out from between dung and blood, 
they eat their meat and clothe themselves with 
their wool and hair, they ride on their backs and 
carry heavy burdens on them to far away lands, 
as Allah says: 

“jl 1 jijSS Ab J! I 

# a * . A.a- 

^ j (“j 


And they carry your loads to a land that you could 
not reach except with great trouble to yourselves. 
Truly, your Lord is full of kindness, Most Merciful. 
(16:7) 


^ ^2 Lajtjt LL.l:f 1 " lLaC. Lax l liLk lit 1 jjj jJjt 
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u 4 Vj j 44^ 4-^4? 

(jjjfLjji.) ill! L-l^j-iobaj «^9 La I^jS (=^lj 


Do they not see that We have created for them of 
what Our Hands have created, the cattle, so that 
they are their owners. And We have subdued 
them unto them so that some of them they have 
for riding and some they eat. And in them there 
are benefits for them, and drink. Will they not 
then be grateful! (36:71-73) 


La Alii I jAjb-1 (JLa3 A-ajiJ 1 43 Jj 

ojssa id rjt <_sj •> ;a 

23:23 And indeed We sent Nuh to his people, and he 
said: "O my people! Worship Allah! You have no 
other God but Him. Will you not then have Taqwa!" 

fu’jS <> bi a 'JIB 

23:24 But the chiefs of his people who disbelieved 
said: 

its ’/j '£±&i J jjJ jas. yi ix» a 

uaa; ^ d. 'jjpV yii 

"He is no more than a human being like you, he 
seeks to make himself superior to you. Had Allah 
willed. He surely could have sent down angels. 
Never did we hear such a thing among our fathers 
of old.” 

j*-' a % *» S5 a**-*-' - i 4i % o i 

^ 4 j J=vj 2 ] jA j] 

23:25 "He is only a man in whom is madness, so 
wait for him a while.” 
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The Story of Nuh, Peace be upon Him; and his people! 


Allah tells; 

A-a_j3 ^11 ' *<T. .' ji i2j 

And indeed We sent Nuh to his people, 

Allah tells us about Nuh, peace be upon him, whom He 
sent him to his people to warn them of the severe 
punishment of Allah and His severe vengeance on those 
who associated partners with Him, defied His commands 
and disbelieved His Messengers: 

(Yt) Hit aIII f °ji g 'JIS ... 

and he said: "0 my people! Worship Allah! You have no 
other God but Him. Will you not then have Taqwa!' 

Meaning, "Do you not fear Allah when you 
associate others in worship with Him" 

A-aj3 (jja IjjlS (jjjll Sail ijlli 


But the chiefs of his people who disbelieved said: 


The chiefs or leaders of his people said: 


J*a3JJ jjl JjaU ill I2& Ua ... 


He is no more than a human being like you, he seeks to 
make himself superior to you. 

meaning, ' he is putting himself above you and 
trying to make himself great by claiming to be a 
Prophet, but he is a human being like you, so how 
can he receive revelation when you do not!' 

.... 4S1L 'JjjtS All! °j3j ... 


Had Allah willed, He surely could have sent down angels. 

meaning, 'if Allah had wanted to send a Prophet, 

He would have sent an angel from Him, not a 
human being. 
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(y £) jjjjtll IjjQ (_gi Ca 

Never did we hear such a thing among our fathers of 
old." 

We have never heard of such a thing -- i.e., 
sending a man to our forefathers' -- their 
predecessors in times past. 


He is only a man in whom is madness, 

means, 'he is crazy in his claim that Allah has 
sent him and chosen him from among you to 
receive revelation.' 

(Y ©) I j‘ .aJJpj ... 


so wait for him a while. 

means, 'wait until he dies, put up with him until 
you are rid of him.' 


23:26 He said: 
deny me." 


CaJ L_)j JIS 

O my Lord! Help me because they 


fii llkjj J a2\ 

£PI j IS (> W aui jjSa 'JTj 

^ ^£5 Uj'JjSSI ^ jx til 

uj* j*-* < 4 * 1 ' 4 -^ u 4 ' 

23:27 So, We revealed to him: "Construct the ship 
under Our Eyes and under Our revelation. Then, 
when Our command comes, and (water) gushes 
forth from the oven, take on board of each kind 
two, and your family, except those thereof against 
whom the Word has already gone forth. And 
address Me not in favor of those who have done 
wrong. Verily, they are to be drowned." 
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Jli diUall t 5 lc. (JKsla {j *j clu! cIjjIujI I Jill 

23:28 "And when you have embarked on the ship, 
you and whoever is with you, then say: 

^'j3l '<> lilkj ;J5 aJJI 

'All the praise be to Allah, Who has saved us from 
the people who are wrongdoers." 

0^1 tlutj ^ Jjt £Jj Jlj 

23:29 "And say: 'My Lord! Cause me to land at a 
blessed landing place, for You are the Best of those 
who bring to land.'" 

osfia u!j ap J oj 

23:30 Verily, in this, there are indeed Ayat, for sure 
We are ever putting (men) to the test. 


Allah tells us that Nuh, pea ce be upon him, invoked his Lord to 

help him against his 


Allah tells; 

( Y “l) UaJ > .all i_l IJli 

He (Nuh) said: "O my Lord! Help me because they deny 
me." 

as Allah mentions in another Ayah: 

j; «alli i_JjHa HJi 

Then he invoked his Lord (saying): "I have been 
overcome, so help (me)!" (54:10) 

Here he says: ^ ujj (0 my Lord! Help 

me because they deny me). 
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jjjj]! jlij $.1^ I Ujj&L liQall ^ n A (jf <JI \Ii2>.Jl 

..:^j (jail (ja^jj (J£ (j-o i^HLuli 


So, We revealed to him: "Construct the ship under Our 
Eyes and under Our revelation. Then, when Our 
command comes, and (water) gushes forth from the 
oven, take on board of each kind two, and your family, 


At that point, Allah commanded him to build a 
boat and to make it strong and firm, and to carry 
therein of every kind two, i.e., a male and a 
female of every species of animals, plants and 
fruits etc. He was also to carry his family, 


(Jjajui (j-a ill 


except those thereof against whom the Word has already 
gone forth. 

meaning, those whom Allah had already decreed 
were to be destroyed. These were the members 
of his family who did not believe in him, such as 
his son and his wife. 


And Allah knows best. 

( Y V) (j_j3^>i-a j»£jl I j'Tf-. (jj ill ^ (_gjjjaUkj Uj 

And address Me not in favor of those who have done 
wrong. Verily, they are to be drowned. 

means, 'when you witness the heavy rain falling, 
do not let yourself be overcome with compassion 
and pity for your people, or hope for more time 
for them so that they may believe, for I have 
decreed that they will be drowned and will die in 
their state of disbelief and wrongdoing.' 

The story has already been told in detail in Surah 
Hud, and there is no need to repeat it here. 

J3S (iffill Jc. liLCa (jxj cA Cjjjjld 1211 

And when you have embarked on the ship, you and 
whoever is with you, then say: 
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& oiy a?j 


'All the praise be to Allah, Who has 
saved us from the people who are 
wrongdoers.' 


This is like the Ayah: 

Uo ~ ju V1 j jjx (JaAj (jla. 

UJ^°J 

Ajlfc 121 A_a*j IjjSjj jaJ i 1 jjpnnj 

aJ till Uaj I.Uk in JV .jll a-lui 

t^j a j 


and has appointed for you ships and cattle on 
which you ride: In order that you may mount on 
their backs, and then may remember the favor of 
your Lord when you mount thereon, and say: 
"Glory to Him Who has subjected this to us, and 
we could never have it (by our efforts). And 
verily, to Our Lord we indeed are to return!" 
(43:12-14) 


So, certainly, Nuh adhered to what he was 
commanded, as Allah says elsewhere: 

IaLujjxj a 1)I (Jlij 


And he said: "Embark therein: in the Name of 
Allah will be its (moving) course and its (resting) 
anchorage..." (11:41) 

So Nuh mentioned Allah at the beginning of his journey 
and at the end, and Allah said: 

(Y Clllfj ISjUlo U^La (JSj 

And say: 'My Lord! Cause me to land at a blessed 
landing place, for You are the Best of those who bring to 
land." 


28 




clA jU gUc (jl 

Verily in this, there are indeed Ayat, 

means in this event, which is the saving of the 
believers and the destruction of the disbelievers 
there are signs, i.e., clear evidence and proof that 
the Prophets speak the truth in the Message they 
bring from Allah, may He be exalted, and that 
Allah does what He wills, and He is able to do all 
things and knows all things. 

(r.) uIj... 

for sure We are ever putting (men) to the test. 

means, 'We try Our servants by means of 
sending the Messengers. 1 


" "* 1" f .0 0 o " 4"*l^***f £ 

u^)3 uLujJi 

23:31 Then, after them. We created another 
generation. 

a yii i jiii j ^ y jLj ^ GUjU 
jUI 

23:32 And We sent to them a Messenger from 
among themselves (saying): "Worship Allah! You 
have no other God but Him. 

Will you not then have Taqwa!" 

i'jfi I 1 jiiSj 1 j’j& 'jCdl ^u'ji ,> bCJI 'Jllj 

Gill Sj-pJl J -fiS'J'j 

23:33 And the chiefs of his people who disbelieved 
and denied the meeting in the Hereafter, and whom 
We had given the luxuries and comforts of worldly 
life, said: 
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L SJ&j Ojisb List "j& V) li-A a 

'. *' °:.s (* 


"He is no more than a human being like you, he eats 
of that which you eat, and drinks of what you 
drink." 


'uJjJZS I'i JiL. Ij2u "c£j 

23:34 "If you were to obey a human being like 
yourselves, then verily, you indeed would be 
losers." 


f ' o. s o vsf t *. ' f » o o ^ im 0 t *if 0 'f 

^aaJl La-JaC-j U 1 ^)J iSj ^xLa l^j ^Jl 


23:35 "Does he promise you that when you have 
died and have become dust and bones, you shall 
come out alive!" 


23:36 "Far, very far is that which you are 
promised!" 

ya Uj GkJj & ^ ciii u&i. vi > a 

-* 0 " 

23:37 "There is nothing but our life of this world! 
We die and we live! And we are not going to be 
resurrected!" 


y ya c.j yii j* ^ oVj Vi > a 


U 


23:38 "He is only a man who has invented a lie 
against Allah, and we are not going to believe in 
him." 






UaJ ^jLajl L_) j 'Jis 

23:39 He said: "O my Lord! Help me because they 
deny me." 

' S * o -»4 * *«• 4# ' - *4 <• 

(jJxJLJ ^jjlS Lac- (JL3 

23:40 (Allah) said: "In a little while, they are sure 
to be regretful." 

^ y«> avjU\i 

23:41 So, the Sayhah overtook them in truth, and 
We made them as rubbish of dead plants. 

'oUUl !i 4 a 

So, away with the people who are wrongdoers. 


The Story of v Ad or Thamud 


Allah tells: 


(V ^ IjjS jjjd IjLuijl 

'jjSS Uat S ^ U aIII Ijijcl J J41. UjLj l3L,jta 

(rx) 

j os-iiij i^ oii lH? 

li* Ltj&j 'jjSb 'Jft til 13 a a l^II stitil 

(rr) 

(rt) ojjJZA lii °^i rj& 


Then, after them, We created another generation. And 
We sent to them a Messenger from among themselves 
(saying): "Worship Allah! You have no other God but 
Him. Will you not then have Taqwa!" 
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And the chiefs of his people who disbelieved and denied 
the meeting in the Hereafter, and whom We had given 
the luxuries and comforts of worldly life, said: "He is no 
more than a human being like you, he eats of that which 
you eat, and drinks of what you drink. If you were to 
obey a human being like yourselves, then verily, you 
indeed would be losers." 


Allah tells us that after the people of Nuh, He 
created another nation. 


It was said that this was 'Ad, because they were 
the successors of the people of Nuh. 

Or it was said that they were Thamud, because 
Allah says: 4 (So, the Sayhah 

overtook them in truth). 

Allah sent to them a Messenger from among 
themselves, and he called them to worship Allah 
Alone with no partner or associate, but they 
belied him, opposed him and refused to follow 
him because he was a human being like them, 
and they refused to follow a human Messenger. 
They did not believe in the meeting with Allah on 
the Day of Resurrection and they denied the idea 
of physical resurrection. 


They said: 

(ro) ffil 0_Vj O'jS JAsSj J4- lil ^ ’f&ut 


"Does he promise you that when you have died and have 
become dust and bones, you shall come out alive 
(resurrected)! Far, very far is that which you are 
promised! 

meaning, very unlikely. 


(TV) Uaj lla.j j dljxi Ijjdll Ijjlla. ill jj] 


There is nothing but our life of this world! We die and we 
live! And we are not going to be resurrected! 
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He is only a man who has invented a lie against Allah, 

meaning, 'in the Message he has brought to you, 
and his warnings and promise of resurrection.' 

(VA) (jjJLaJjAJ 4 Uaj 

(V ^ UaJ ‘ l—lj (Jli 

and we are not going to believe in him." 

He said: "O my Lord! Help me because they deny me." 

meaning, the Messenger prayed against his 
people and asked his Lord to help him against 
them. 

His Lord answered his prayer: 

( £ > ) jjia jlj Jjls XjsC- <_JLa 

(Allah) said: "In a little while, they are sure to be 
regretful." 

meaning, 'for their opposition towards you and 
their stubborn rejection of the Message you 
brought to them.' 


So, The Sayhah overtook them in truth, 

meaning, they deserved that from Allah because 
of their disbelief and wrongdoing. The apparent 
meaning is that the Sayhah was combined with 
the furious cold wind, 

% LSji ^ jj 


Destroying everything by the command of 
its Lord! So they became such that nothing 
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could be seen except their dwellings! 
(46:25) 


and We made them as rubbish of dead plants. 

means, they are dead and destroyed, like the 
scum and rubbish left by a flood, i.e., something 
insignificant and useless that is of no benefit to 
anyone. 


(n) 

So, away with the people who are wrongdoers. 
As Allah's statement: 


j ^1 1 ^ 1 V e Uaj 

We wronged them not, but they were the 
wrongdoers. (43:76) 

means, who are wrongdoers because of their 
disbelief and stubborn opposition to the 
Messenger of Allah, so let those who hear this 
beware of disbelieving in their Messengers. 


tij^)3 qa IjLuai! 

23:42 Then, after them. We created other 
generations. 

>■ . - r - \' r f •:* f ». 0 s 

n>n Laj l g '-^1 (jx (jLa 

23:43 No nation can advance their term, nor can 
they delay it. 


' e.£ ('.V * i '.x 0 T s * 

(_£ JJJ ULuoj ULaijI aJ 

23:44 Then We sent Our Messengers in succession. 
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^axJ i >»• J Uxflia 0 IgJ jjojj 4-al f.1^. Lo (_p 

^ ja o ^ a b o f*X t o ?■* ' j, i ^ f 0 > " ■- 

oj±?j2 * f c - (>$ j 

Every time there came to a nation their Messenger, 
they denied him; so. We made them follow one 
another, and We made them as Ahadith. So, away 
with a people who believe not! 


Mention of Other Nations 


Allah says: 


(' Y ) Qxi 


» * 


Then, after them, We created other generations, 
meaning, nations and peoples. 


( f ^Uo j ' frl*>■ t AlJ jjx jAull Ua 


No nation can advance their term, nor can they delay it. 


means, they are taken at the appropriate time, as 
decreed by Allah in His Book that is preserved 
with Him, before they were created, nation after 
nation, century after century, generation after 
generation, successors after predecessors. 


I JJJ IjLuJ I3xujf ^aJ 


Then We sent Our Messengers in succession. 


Ibn Abbas said, 


"(This means) following one another in 
succession." 


i nis is iiKe 


-'j4 T.1I IjT^lj Alii IjAjC-I ^jt A3? ^2 Lnxj 31 j 

<LHxall 1 " '»**■ jj-a Alii ^ya ^lLa3 


And verily, We have sent among every Ummah a 
Messenger (proclaiming): 
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"Worship Allah, and avoid Taghut (all false 
deities)." 


Then of them were some whom Allah guided and 
of them were some upon whom the straying was 
justified. (16:36) 




Every time there came to a nation their Messenger, they 
denied him; 

meaning the greater majority of them. 


This is like the Ayah: 

}J& % £jJj (j-a ftgjjtj Ea * J' ,|JV 


Alas for mankind! There never came a Messenger 
to them but they used to mock at him. (36:30) 


I ■ aji' 




so We made them follow one another, 

means, 'We destroyed them,' as Allah says: 

jj-a (j-a ' 


And how many generations have We destroyed 
after Nuh! (17:17) 




and We made them as Ahadith, 

meaning, stories and lessons for mankind, as 
Allah says elsewhere: 

(33^ i3j-aj ~j> jljt-^3 


so, We made them as tales (in the land), and We 
dispersed them all totally. (34:19) 

( i £ ) jj l3 ^ jil I J3 


So, away with a people who believe not! 
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ialujj III jl_j oUk! j ^^JUJUL.J ^aJ 

23:45 Then We sent Musa and his brother Harun, 
with Our Ayat and manifest authority, 

qjLc. La jI 1 1 aLLj j>°J 

23:46 To Fir'awn and his chiefs, but they behaved 
insolently and they were people self-exalting (by 
disobeying their Lord). 

jjj/n c. L3 j 1 \Tu> 1 jllH 

23:47 They said: "Shall we believe in two men like 
ourselves, and their people are obedient to us with 
humility!" 

'og&n 'o* 1 jilSa CA j£Sa 

23:48 So, they denied them both and became of 
those who were destroyed. 

23:49 And indeed We gave Musa the Scripture, that 
they may be guided. 


The Story of Musa, Peace be upon Him; and Fir'awn 


Allah tells: 


(£ /jlTit. j UjUL j jjL& alkfj I31a^jl ^aj 

( £ " ) jj3lc. llajl I jjISj ' jJjSjliili 4jlaj <j>ja ^1 
( £ V ) jjjAjli. 13 La^-aj3j LlLba j3d3 I jills 

( £ A ) ^ '5^1 31 | UaA 

(£ ^jm 13jI -l3j 
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Then We sent Musa and his brother Harun, with Our 
Ayat and manifest authority, to Fir'awn and his chiefs, 
but they behaved insolently and they were people self- 
exalting (by disobeying their Lord). They said: 

"Shall we believe in two men like ourselves, and their 
people are obedient to us with humility!" 

So, they denied them both and became of those who 
were destroyed. And indeed We gave Musa the 
Scripture, that they may be guided. 

Allah tells us that He sent Musa, peace be upon 
him, and his brother Harun to Fir'awn and his 
chiefs with decisive evidence and definitive proof, 
but Fir'awn and his people were too arrogant to 
follow them and obey their commands because 
they were human beings, just as previous nations 
had denied the Message of the human 
Messengers. They were of a similar mentality, so 
Allah destroyed Fir'awn and his chiefs, drowning 
them all in one day. He revealed the Book to 
Musa, i.e., the Tawrah, in which were rulings, 
commands and prohibitions, after He had 
destroyed Fir'awn and the Egyptians and seized 
them with a punishment of the All-Mighty, All- 
Capable to carry out what He wills. 

After Allah revealed the Tawrah, Allah did not destroy 
any nation with an overwhelming calamity; instead, He 
commanded the believers to fight the disbelievers, as He 
says: 

JjVl OjjSII LSkt U LiSSJI J* l3Si; ’iSTj 

And indeed We gave Musa -- after We had 
destroyed the generations of old -- the Scripture 
as an enlightenment for mankind, and a guidance 
and a mercy, that they might remember. (28:43) 


38 



pft f jjj J) ^4 

U^J J J* 

23:50 And We made the son of Maryam and his 
mother as a sign, and We gave them refuge on a 
Rabwah, Dhat Qarar, and Ma' in. 


Isa and Maryam 


Allah tells: 


Aj\ 


j jsJJ-a T~ J 


And We made the son of Maryam and his mother as a 
sign, 

Allah tells us about His servant and Messenger 
'Isa bin Maryam, peace be upon them both, and 
that He made them as a sign for mankind, i.e., 
definitive proof of His ability to do what He wills. 

For He created Adam without a father or a 
mother, He created Hawwa 1 from a male without 
a female, and He created 'Isa from a female 
without a male, but He created the rest of 
mankind from both male and female. 

(o .) J)\ Clsl3 UaAlljjlj 


and We gave them refuge on high ground, a place of 
rest, security and flowing streams. 

Ad-Dahhak reported that Ibn Abbas said: 

"Ar-Rabwah is a raised portion of land, which is 
the best place for vegetation to grow." 

This was also the view of Mujahid, Ikrimah, Sa'id 
bin Jubayr and Qatadah. 

Ibn Abbas said, 

jfja cj| j (Dhat Qarar) "A fertile place. 
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gi*-aj (and Ma'in) means water running on the 
surface." 

This was also the view of Mujahid, Ikrimah, Sa'id 
bin Jubayr and Qatadah. 

Mujahid said: 

"A level hill." 

Sa'id bin Jubayr said that j'J* (Dhat Qarar 

and Ma' in) means, 

that water was flowing gently through it. 

Mujahid and Qatadah said: 

(and Ma'in), "Running water." 

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded from Sa'id bin Al-Musayyib: 
Qjfcaj jtji CjIj Sjjj UasUjjIj (and We gave them refuge 

on a Rabwah, Dhat Qarar and Ma' in). 

"It is Damascus." 

He said; 

"Something similar was also narrated from 
Abdullah bin Salam, Al-Hasan, Zayd bin Aslam 
and Khalid bin Ma'dan." 

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded from Ikrimah from Ibn Abbas 
that; 

this Ayah referred to the rivers of Damascus. 

Layth bin Abi Sulaym narrated from Mujahid that the 
words; ^ (and We gave them refuge on a 

Rabwah), 

referred to 'Isa bin Maryam and his mother when 
they sought refuge in Damascus and the flatlands 
around it. 

Abdur-Razzaq recorded that Abu Hurayrah said: jJij ^ 
£«*■« j j'j£ P'J (on a Rabwah, Dhat Qarar and Ma' in), 
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"It is Ramlah in Palestine." 

The most correct opinion on this matter is that which 
was reported by Al-Awfi from Ibn Abbas, who said; 
(jjfcaj jfji cjIj Sjjj fjl\ UilLjlj (and We gave them refuge 

on a Rabwah, Dhat Qarar and Ma' in), 

"Ma'in refers to running water, and is the river 
of which Allah mentioned: 


tjjjj 

your Lord has provided a water stream under 
you." (19:24) 

Ad-Dahhak and Qatadah said; (on a 

high ground, a place of rest, security and flowing 
streams), 

refers to Jerusalem. 

This -- and Allah knows best -- is the most apparent 
meaning, because it is mentioned in the other Ayah, and 
parts of the Qur'an explain other parts, so it is more 
appropriate to interpret it by another Ayah, then the 
Sahih Hadiths, then other reports. 


G* J>\ 14^ 1 jtilj 1 jl£ l£jJ t^L 

23:51 O Messengers! Eat of the Tayyibat and do 
righteous deeds. Verily, I am Well-Acquainted with 
what you do. 

't 0 A*:#-' =4'' ** | 0 £*^55 f 5 i 4 

Ui j 4-al -%S £>»Uk 

23:52 And verily, this your religion is one religion, 
and I am your Lord, so have Taqwa." 
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Uj L_JJS IJJJ f^JUJ j-al I jxJaAja 

" ,8 -» 

UJ^J 3 

23:53 But they have broken their religion among 
them into sects, each group rejoicing in what is 
with it. 

fy" 0 o * o^o -* -* 

C5-^ ^ J^ 3 

23:54 So, leave them in their error for a time. 

>4 £ * 0 f ^ 4 " S*f -8'' 0 -"I 

(jjjjj (JLo Aj ^AAaj Laji ^jj) 

23:55 Do they think that in wealth and children with 
which We prolong them, 

23:56 We hasten unto them with good things. Nay, 
but they perceive not. 


The Command to eat Lawful Food and to do Righteous Deeds 


Allah commands: 


... ’JJJ U 


O Messengers! 

Allah commands His servants and Messengers, 
peace be upon them all, to eat lawful food and do 
righteous deeds, which indicates that eating what 
is lawful helps one to do righteous deeds. The 
Prophets, peace be upon them, did this in the 
most perfect manner, and did all kinds of good 
deeds in words, actions, guidance and advice. 
May Allah reward them with good on behalf of the 
people. 

... :> i ... 


Eat of the Tayyibat, 
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Sa' id bin Jubayr and Ad-Dahhak said, 


"This means lawful." 


In the Sahih it says: 

^ ijz-j t> 

There is no Prophet who was not a shepherd. 

They asked, "And you, 0 Messenger of Allah!" 

He said, 

Yes, I used to tend the sheep of the people of 
Makkah for a few Qirats. 

In the Sahih, it says: 

tJSU jS ajIc. Y/j s jl 

Dawud, upon him be peace, used to eat from the 
earnings of his own hand. 

It was recorded in Sahih Muslim, Jami' At-Tirmidhi and 
Musnad Al-Imam Ahmad -- from whom this version 
comes -- that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with 
him, said, 


"The Messenger of Allah said: 

J^t Jtj 111 £J3 j U LuL M oJ u-'SB u 




0 people, Allah is Tayyib and only accepts that 
which is Tayyib, and Allah commands the 
believers as He had commanded the Messengers 
by saying: 


UaJ ^jl ljl ^3 \ jLa £.\j 


i g 

( O ^ jia*j 


0 Messengers! Eat of the Tayyibat and do 
righteous deeds. Verily, I am Well-Acquainted 
with what you do. 
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and 


Js jj Ua i“jlJj3a (j*a 1 (jjjll Lfr-jt J 

0 you who believe! Eat of the Tayyibat that We 
have provided you with. (2:172) 

Then he mentioned how a man may travel on a 
long journey, dusty and unkempt, 

i' ' 0(4 - # \ - ini'--- ** 'Of ' ■* i' ' J Oj,- ' a« <" " at ' ' 

4-uilLaj Ajjjauij 4 

liiiii ' _ a g g Ljj g ;f Laiuii Aji 

and his food, drink and clothing are unlawful, and 
he has nourished himself with what is unlawful, 
and he extends his hands towards the sky, 
saying, 'O Lord, O Lord!' -- how can his prayer 
be answered. 

At-Tirmidhi said that it is "Hasan Gharib." 


The Religion of all the Prophets is Tawhid; and the Warnin 

against splitting into different Groups® >1.' ' ’ **’. 


Allah tells: 


0^.1 




0 JlA 


U IJ 


And verily, this your religion is one religion, 

means, 'your religion, 0 Prophets, is one religion 
and one group, which is the call to worship Allah 
Alone with no partner or associate.' 


Allah said: 


(ox)jjS5la^j0tj... 


and I am your Lord, so have Taqwa. 

We have already discussed this in Surah Al-Anbiya'. 
The phrase Xa\ (one nation) is descriptive. 
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But they have broken their religion among them into 
sects, 

the nations to whom Prophets were sent. 

( 0 u^ ... 

each group rejoicing in what is with it. 

means, they rejoice in their misguidance because 
they think that they are rightly-guided. 

Allah says, threatening and warning: 

... 

So, leave them in their error, 
meaning their misguidance, 

( oi ) ••• 


for a time. 

means, until the appointed time of their 
destruction comes. 

This is like the Ayah: 




So give a respite to the disbelievers; deal gently 
with them for a while. (86:17) 


And Allah says: 

(jjxlaj i ajj_oa 1 jSIj 


Leave them to eat and enjoy, and let them be 
preoccupied with (false) hope. They will come to 
know! (15:3) 


(® ®-Laj ClJ' ‘ ,,-v $ 
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Do they think that in wealth and children with which We 
prolong them, We hasten unto them with good things. 
Nay, but they perceive not. 

means, 'do these deceived people think that 
what We give them of wealth and children is 
because they are honored and precious in Our 
sight! No, the matter is not as they claim when 
they say, 

(jjj Ae-aJ l-o j t aJ jt j jxf jJiSf 


We are more in wealth and in children, and we 
are not going to be punished. (34:35) 

But this thinking is wrong, and their hopes will be 
dashed. We only give those things to them in 
order to make them go further (in sin) and to 
give them more time.' 

Allah says: 


(Jj ... 


but they perceive not. 
as He says elsewhere: 

^ J.At.Alii Uaj) ^AAjjt Vj *4 ^ju ili 

IajaII s j£JI 


So, let not their wealth nor their children amaze 
you; in reality Allah's plan is to punish them with 
these things in the life of this world... (9:55) 

M J4i Uoii 


We postpone the punishment only so that they 
may increase in sinfulness. (3:178) 


' j y "' ‘ " j" 11 L_1 jSj jj-aj 

a 1 1 Ji a ,'. a 7l» 
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Then leave Me Alone with such as belie this 
Qur'an. We shall punish them gradually from 
directions they perceive not. And I will grant them 
a respite. (68:44-45) 


I 




1>J 


Leave Me Alone (to deal) with whom I created 
lonely, until His saying: (opposing). (74: 11- 

16) 

'j>i; JXj UHc. JiUjt Yj C.J 

tal-Ha Jxt j 


And it is not your wealth, nor your children that 
bring you nearer to Us, but only he who believes, 
and does righteous deeds... (34:37) 

And there are many other Ayat which say similar 
things. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abdullah bin Mas'ud said, 


"The Messenger of Allah said: 

HI Q)j t°^lljJ Ua<, ^ ^- u i3 Aijl 

ill (jJHl < _ 5 la*j 41 . 11 j 1 . 'yHiHI ^ )-»»; 

tAj^.1 Hi (jjHl Hi lilac.! (jH tt_! 


Uj tAjUalj AJa j^la, He. ^X. aj 11 sHj Hi j 

Hj|_jj ®^jlH qHj 


Allah has distributed your behavior to you just as 
He has distributed your provision. Allah gives the 
things of this world to those whom He loves and 
those whom He does not love, but He only gives 
religious commitment to those whom He loves. 
Whoever is given religious commitment by Allah 
is loved by Him. 

By the One in Whose Hand is my soul, no servant 
truly submits until his heart and his tongue 
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submit, and he does not truly believe until his 
neighbor is safe from his harm. 

They said, 'What is his harm, O Messenger of 
Allah!’ 


He said, 

Aja p jjja UUo Juc- l _ it .iiSj Uj tA_^Haj A^ujiC, 

ill i_,’alA. Uj 4Aja Ja jfl Aj Uj iA_i3 a! 

»jii« yi 

(jl ^Aj (j^lj f.^-^ull _;**■ a j U I jjl 

‘" lj-Lkll U dl^kll 


His wrongdoing and misbehavior. No person who 
earns unlawful wealth and spends it will be 
blessed in that; if he gives it in charity, it will not 
be accepted from him and if he leaves it behind 
(when he dies), it will be his provision in the Fire. 

Allah does not wash away an evil deed with 
another, but he washes away evil deeds with 
good deeds, for impurity cannot wash away with 
another impurity. 


" > .0 o ** o o £ > * 'll ^ 1 

jJ 4^^ c> da^> j] 

23:57 Verily, those who live in awe for fear of their 
Lord; 

23:58 And those who believe in the Ayat of their 
Lord; 

u^ uyS'j 

23:59 And those who join not anyone as partners 
with their Lord; 
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cs i ^ '>”* u u>>j^ ila^' j 

UJ*^J 

23:60 And those who give that which they give with 
their hearts full of fear, because they are sure to 
return to their Lord. 

jjai-ul l^S “aA J Cl) ^ jjC-J-ulJ tiljJjf 

23:61 It is these who hasten in the good deeds, and 
they are foremost in them. 


Description of the People of Good Deeds 


Allah says: 

(°V) ^ (jjjll (_jl 

Verily, those who live in awe for fear of their Lord; 

means, even though they have reached the level 
of Ihsan and have faith and do righteous deeds, 
they are still in awe of Allah and fear Him and His 
hidden plans for them, as Al-Hasan Al-Basri said, 

"The believer combines Ihsan with awe, 
while the disbelievers combine evil deeds 
with a sense of security." 

(©A) (jjlajj ClAjL 
And those who believe in the Ayat of their Lord; 

means, they believe in His universal and 
legislative signs, as Allah says about Maryam, 
peace be upon her: 


L^j j Cll lajSj ‘" d 1. ■*-» j 

and she testified to the truth of the Words of her 
Lord, and His Scriptures. (66:12), 
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meaning that she believed that whatever 
existed was by the will and decree of 
Allah, and that whatever Allah decreed, if 
it was a command, it would be something 
that He liked and accepted; if it was a 
prohibition, it would be something that He 
disliked and rejected; and if it was good, it 
would be true. 

This is like the Ayah: 


(°^) u^ 


And those who join not anyone (in worship) as partners 
with their Lord; 


meaning, they do not worship anyone or anything 
else besides Him, but they worship Him Alone and 
know that there is no god except Allah Alone, the 
One, the Self-Sufficient Master, Who does not 
take a wife or have any offspring, and there is 
none comparable or equal unto Him. 


(’ •) uj*^' J lA ( 4 -^ ^ uj^jy 


And those who give that which they give with their 
hearts full of fear, because they are sure to return to 
their Lord. 


means, they give in charity, fearing that it may 
not be accepted from them because of some 
shortcoming or failure to meet the required 
conditions of giving. 

This has to do with fear and taking precautions, as Imam 
Ahmad recorded from A'ishah: 


I said: 

"O Messenger of Allah, 'j^l U ujjjj 

(And those who give that which they give with 
their hearts full of fear...), 

Are these the ones who steal and commit Zina 
and drink alcohol while fearing Allah!" 
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The Messenger of Allah replied: 


^Hl 4 j£3j tjjjjllLall lIuj U ^1 lIuj Ij tU 
jc. *Qil i jAj ~ j ■ .a'j cM 


No, 0 daughter of Abu Bakr. O daughter of 
As-Siddiq, the one who prays, fast and 
gives in charity, fearing Allah. 


This was recorded by At-Tirmidhi, and Ibn Abi 
Hatim recorded something similar in which the 
Prophet said: 




jjU 


(jj” g \<ij i lIuj g u 

• ~ ill 


No, 0 daughter of As-Siddiq, they are the ones 
who pray and fast and give in charity while 
fearing that it will not be accepted from them, 

cisl ^ jjjc.jUoij 


It is these who hasten in the good deeds. 

This is also how Ibn Abbas, Muhammad bin Ka'b 
Al-Qurazi and Al-Hasan Al-Basri interpreted this 

Ayah. 


0 ^^1 fAj ... 
and they are foremost in them. 


(JjkJtj (Jgjalj (. - lip! j 1 gw jluj Vj Lailj C aSSj Vj 

.v 'fa ' 

23:62 And We task not any person except according 
to his capacity, and with Us is a Record which 
speaks the truth, and they will not be wronged. 
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- **'• > a * < - o f o % i* ' o a o • o > * j* o *' 

^ -a^Jj l-Ub (j-o 6 y*c- (JJ 

j jio_C. Igj 

23:63 Nay, but their hearts are covered from this, 
and they have other deeds, besides which they are 
doing. 

ujj-=S 13) <-il3*3U 13311131 ^3^ 

23:64 Until when We seize those of them who lead 
a luxurious life with punishment; behold, they make 
humble invocation with a loud voice. 

uj>-^ V ^jj 3I Ijjlu V 

23:65 Invoke not loudly this day! Certainly you shall 
not be helped by Us. 

">v V-i Jc. AjTc. JiJ* c_ul£ 

23:66 Indeed My Ayat used to be recited to you, but 
you used to turn back on your heels. 

OJJ^V 1 5^ UiJ J Su > 1 < a 

23:67 In pride, talking evil about it by night. 


The Justice of Allah and the Frivolity of the Idolators 


Allah tells; 


... 1/j til HE LiKi Uj 

And We task not any person except according to his 
capacity, 

Allah tells us of His justice towards His servants in 
this world, in that He does not task any person 

52 






except according to his capacity, i.e., He does not 
burden any soul with more than it can bear. On 
the Day of Resurrection He will call them to 
account for their deeds, which He has recorded in 
a written Book from which nothing is omitted. 

He says: 


(JjJoij <_AjS lip ]j ... 


and with Us is a Record which speaks the truth, 
meaning, the Book of deeds 


(“l Y ) (j j -aHaJ U j 


and they will not be wronged. 

means, nothing will be omitted from their record 
of good deeds. As for evil deeds, He will forgive 
and overlook many of them in the case of His 
believing servants. 

Then Allah says, denouncing the disbelievers and idolators of 
the Quraysh: 


... ejlafr gi °Jj 


Nay, but their hearts are covered, 

meaning because of negligence and misguidance, 

I.1A (j-a 


from this. 

means, the Qur'an which Allah revealed to His 
Messenger. 

(“IV) jj_jLslc. Cy* ... 

and they have other deeds, besides which they are 
doing. 

Al-Hakam bin Aban narrated from Ikrimah, from Ibn 
Abbas that; 
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“jUc.1 ( anc j ^gy have other deeds), 

means, evil deeds apart from that, i.e., 

Shirk, 

^jiaLc, (which they are doing), 

means, which they will inevitably do. 

This was also narrated from Mujahid, Al-Hasan 
and others. 

Others said that this phrase ^ uJ- 5 (> 

(And they have other deeds, besides which they 
are doing), means: 

It was decreed that they would do evil deeds, and 
they will inevitably do them before they die, so 
that the word of punishment may be justified 
against them. 

A similar view was narrated from Muqatil bin 
Hayyan, As-Suddi and Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd 
bin Aslam. 

This is a clear and appropriate meaning. We have 
already quoted from the Hadith of Ibn Mas' ud: 

aI^S! JaI JkjS s j| JAll U g^l j3 

aI^c. iii j°i i^ljj ill AjIj jjjlLa 

Igl^. (Jit lP' 1 * L . 4j£1| 

By Him besides Whom there is no other 
God, a man may do the deeds of the 
people of Paradise until there is no more 
than a forearm's length between him and 
it, then the decree will overtake him and 
he will do the deeds of the people of Hell, 
then he will enter Hell... 

£) jjjjLi-i fi t—lliillj J*«a U-li.! lil (jla. 

Until when We seize those of them who lead a luxurious 
life with punishment; behold, they make humble 
invocation with a loud voice. 
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means, when the punishment and vengeance of 
Allah comes to those who are living a happy life 
of luxury in this world and overtakes them, 

ujJ+i f* 'J' (behold, they make humble invocation 
with a loud voice). 

means, they scream their calls for help. 

This is like the Ayat: 

iljls A a *111 Jjf 

VlSit XM ‘al 


And leave Me Alone (to deal) with the 
beliers, those who are in possession of 
good things of life. And give them respite 
for a little while. Verily, with Us are fetters, 
and a raging Fire. (73:11-12) 

.alXa dlVj f'** qa I jSl&l 

How many a generation have We 
destroyed before them! And they cried out 
when there was no longer time for escape. 

(38:3) 

(-o) U 12. Ijjtkj U 

Invoke not loudly this day! Certainly you shall not be 
helped by Us. 

means, no one is going to save you from what 
has happened to you, whether you scream aloud 
or remain silent. There is no escape and no way 
out. It is inevitable: the punishment will surely 
come to you. 

Then Allah mentions the greatest of their sins: 

(11) (Jjl^a£jj Jjj llulS 31 

Indeed My Ayat used to be recited to you, but you used 
to turn back on your heels. 
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meaning, when you were called, you refused and 
resisted. 


tiljjoiJ ^j|j 411 131 4 Lj ^13 

jjjSII '^J4I 41 £k!li 


"This is because, when Allah Alone was invoked, 
you disbelieved, but when partners were joined to 
Him, you believed! So the judgment is only with 
Allah, the Most High, the Most Great!" (40:12) 

(“IV) 1 Aj (jjjJSLila 


In pride, talking evil about it by night. 

refers to the arrogant pride which the Quraysh 
felt because they believed themselves to be the 
guardians of the Ka'bah, when in fact this was 
not the case. 

As An-Nasa'i said in his Tafsir of this Ayah in his 
Sunan: 

Ahmad bin Sulayman told us that Ubaydullah told us 
from Isra'il, from Abdul-A'la that he heard Sa'id bin 
Jubayr narrating that Ibn Abbas said, 

"Talking by late night became disapproved of 
when this Ayah was revealed: 

In pride, talking evil about it by night. 

He said, 

"They boasted about the Ka'bah and said, 'We 
are its people who stay up talking at night.' 

They used to boast and stay up and talk at night 
around the Ka'bah. They did not use it for the 
proper purpose, and so in effect they had 
abandoned it." 
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9 9 " 7't" ** f'' 0 1 1 ““ o 9 ' 7' o f ^ M <*»i a 9- && " o 

^A^UIC- L_)U ^aJ La ^aAc-Li. ^al (J^Jl lj^)J^J ^aJ3l 

ObTjVi 

23:68 Have they not pondered over the Word, or 
has there come to them what had not come to their 
fathers of old, 

9 ^ ,9 9'*o9'*o9+ 9 " a 9 o"o^of 

23:69 Or is it that they did not recognize their 
Messenger so they deny him! 


* $ " i V o| 


23:70 Or they say: There is madness in him! 


U 


® J Jjklb JaA*U* °Jj 


Nay, but he brought them the truth, but most of 
them are averse to the truth. 

CJ. c &£3 ^r>t ££3! e?' -/j 

23:71 And if Al-Haqq had followed their desires, 
verily, the heavens and the earth, and whosoever is 
therein would have been corrupted! 

" 9 # o & o ^ * " o 9 ^ o of o 9 o fc" 

jfr ^3 ni l Jj 

Nay, We have brought them their reminder, but 
they turn away from their reminder. 


f o', ^ (f* } • j 

^ ^LaU ^I 


23:72 Or is it that you ask them for some Kharj! 
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>o-. ' > - * o'. > r -• i 

But the recompense of your Lord is better, and He is 
the Best of those who give sustenance. 


f 


J) ^ 'Mj 


23:73 And certainly, you call them to the straight 
path. 

UJ^“^ J 3 J*- 3 ^ UP- 9 <jjVj5 V Ofcjjft (j! j 

23:74 And verily, those who believe not in the 
Hereafter are indeed deviating far astray from the 
path. 

* ® ^ Z * * * * o « i'i 0 *''**>''' o 9- 'o o 

Ij^aJ ^)jJa (j-a La 1 vWnNj 

" ■* " o ^ o . -"o % A 

23:75 And though We had mercy on them and 
removed the distress which is on them, still they 
would obstinately persist in their transgression, 
wandering blindly. 


Refutation and Condemnation of the Idolators 


Allah says; 

(ia) 'jjjtll cL C. ^*1^ J,t 'JjSSI I jj& JJat 

Have they not pondered over the Word, or has there 
come to them what had not come to their fathers of old, 

Allah denounces the idolators for not understanding the 
Qur'an or contemplating its meaning, and for turning 
away from it, even though they had been addressed 
specifically in this Book which Allah did not reveal to any 
Messenger more perfect and noble, and especially since 
no Book or warner had come to their forefathers who 
had died during the Jahiliyyah. 
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What these people, upon whom the blessing had been 
bestowed, should have done, was to accept it and give 
thanks for it, and try to understand it and act in 
accordance with it night and day, as was done by the 
wise ones among them who became Muslim and followed 
the Messenger, may Allah be pleased with them. 

... 'Jj2! \jj& ‘flat 


Have they not pondered over the Word, 

Qatadah said, 

"Because, by Allah, if the people had pondered 
the meaning and understood it properly, they 
would have found in the Qur'an a deterrent to 
disobeying Allah. But they only paid attention to 
the Ayat which are not entirely clear, and so they 
were destroyed because of that." 

Then Allah says, denouncing the disbelievers of the Quraysh: 

5) ujj^° ^ j ' ^ 

Or is it that they did not recognize their Messenger so 
they deny him, 

means, 'do they not recognize Muhammad and 
the honesty, trustworthiness and good character 
with which he grew up among them! Can they 
deny that or argue against it!' 

Jafar bin Abi Talib said to An-Najashi, the king of 
Ethiopia: 

"O King, Allah has sent to us a Messenger 
whose lineage, honesty and 

trustworthiness are known to us." 

Al-Mughirah bin Shu'bah said something similar 
to the deputy of Kisra when he wanted to 
challenge him. 

When the Byzantine ruler Heraclius asked Abu 
Sufyan Sakhr bin Harb and his companions -- 
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who were still disbelievers and had not yet 
become Muslim -- about the characteristics, 
lineage, honesty and trustworthiness of the 
Prophet, they could only tell the truth and admit 
that he was indeed noble and truthful. 




u J 1 ! ^ 


Or they say: There is madness in him, 

This is a narration of what the Quraysh said about 
the Prophet. 

They said that he was making up the Qur'an by 
himself, or that he was crazy and did not know 
what he was saying. 

Allah tells us that their hearts did not believe 
that, they knew that what they were saying about 
the Qur'an was falsehood, for it had come to 
them from the Words of Allah and could not be 
resisted or rejected. So Allah challenged them 
and all the people of the world to produce 
something like it if they could -- but they could 
not and would never be able to do so. 

So Allah says: 

(V >) jjjAjlS (jk 2) jpSij Lj cJj ... 

Nay, but he brought them Al-Haqq, but most of them 
are averse to the truth. 


Truth does not follow Whims and Desires 


Allah says; 


Q-aj dl jLajoil! ddu^l ^aAs-l^jA^ £Jjl 


And if Al-Haqq had followed their desires, verily, the 
heavens and the earth, and whosoever is therein would 
have been corrupted! 

Mujahid, Abu Salih and As-Suddi said, 
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Al-Haqq is Allah, may He be glorified." 


What is meant by the Ayah is that if Allah had 
responded to the desires in their hearts and 
prescribed things accordingly, the heavens and 
the earth and whosoever is therein, would have 
been corrupted, i.e., because of their corrupt and 
inconsistent desires. 

As Allah says of them elsewhere: 

(jjlljSlI jj-a (jl?- jail 1-1-& Ujp VjJ 

"Why is not this Qur'an sent down to some 
great man of the two towns!" (43:31) 

Then He says: 

liljj ^ 

Is it they who would portion out the mercy 
of your Lord! (43:32) 

And Allah says: 

pX'm . a S/ bj (_gJJ (jji jA. jj jSjloJ jS Ja 

(JjlajVI 

Say: "If you possessed the treasure of the 
mercy of my Lord, then you would surely 
hold back for fear of spending it." (17:100) 

I**0 \> J43 J,t 

Or have they a share in the dominion! 
Then in that case they would not give 
mankind even a Naqir. (4:53) 

All of this goes to show how incapable mankind is 
and how divergent and inconsistent their ideas 
and desires are. Only Allah, may He be glorified, 
is Perfect in all His attributes, words, actions, 
laws, power and control of His creation, may He 
be exalted and sanctified. There is no God but He 
and no Lord besides Him. 
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Then He says: 


(Jj ___ 

Nay, We have brought them their reminder, 
meaning the Qur'an, 

(V >) Qc. ... 

but they turn away from their reminder. 


The Prophe t does not ask for any payment, and he calls to the| 
straight 


Allah says; 


Ik' 




°- > g 1t° > ‘ i* ' 


Or is it that you ask them for some Kharj, 
Al-Hasan said, 

"A reward." 

Qatadah said, 

"Some payment." 


'4 j £-!>!... 


But the recompense of your Lord is better, 

means, you are not asking for any wages or 
payment or anything for calling them to right 
guidance, rather you are hoping for a great 
reward from Allah, as He says: 

411 Js. Vl cijj °a\ ^ lA ^ssaL. k 


Say: "Whatever wage I might have asked 
of you is yours. My wage is from Allah 
only." (34:47) 


(jkSkall (JmO IjI Uaj ^)k jjja C. ^L3 Lui! k (Js 
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Say: "No wage do I ask of you for this, nor 
am I one of the pretenders." (38:86) 

^jall J, vnjkt Ajk H Ja 

Say: "No reward do I ask of you for this 
except to be kind to me for my kinship 
with you." (42:23) 

ijli 4J.J.£all u j. jjja s-l^. j 

1 jj ^ 

And there came a man running from the 
farthest part of the town. He said: "O my 
people! Obey the Messengers. Obey those 
who ask no wages of you, and who are 
rightly guided." (35:20-21) 


( VY ) Ltilj'jl' ... 

and He is the Best of those who give sustenance. 

(W) ~ )5~' * • -a ^ jc- jj] tiljl j 

And certainly, you call them to the straight path. 

(V i ) jj j] Jal j)L*a}\ a U (jjjll ijj J 

And verily, those who believe not in the Hereafter are 
indeed deviating far astray from the path. 

meaning, they have gone astray and deviated. 


The Situation of the Disbelievers 


Allah says; 

(Vo) I L)* J Laa.jlj 


And though We had mercy on them and removed the 
distress which is on them, still they would obstinately 
persist in their transgression, wandering blindly. 
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Here Allah tells of their stubbornness in their 
disbelief, in that even if He had removed the 
calamity from them and made them understand 
the Qur'an, they still would not follow it; they 
would still persist in their disbelief and stubborn 
transgression. 


This is like the Ayat: 


u-uV Ijii. All! jlj 
U 


Had Allah known of any good in them, He would 
indeed have made them listen; and even if He 
had made them listen, they would but have 
turned away with aversion. (8:23) 


cj lj1_j 3jj l jjjL 1 j)Uii jllll 1 jj jJj 

(_Jj 3 j Lo ,yJ Llj (Jj ^jja Ijjj 

Ajc- U IjAjJ 1 jJj jlj 


And if (Lauw) you could but see when they will 
be held over the (Hell) Fire! They will say: "Would 
that we were but sent back (to the world)! Then 
we would not deny the Ayat of our Lord, and we 
would be of the believers!" 

Nay, it has become manifest to them what they 
had been concealing before. But if they were 
returned (to the world), they would certainly 
revert to that which they were forbidden. Until 
His statement: (be resurrected). (6:27-29) 

This has to do with the knowledge of Allah. He 
knows about some- thing that will not happen, 
but if it were to happen, He knows how it would 
be. 

Ad-Dahhak reported from Ibn Abbas: 

"Every- thing that is implied in the word: (If 

(Lauw)) is something that will never happen." 
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c.j i jStsu u»a jijb ar, 

^ ^ 

23:76 And indeed We seized them with punishment, 
but they humbled not themselves to their Lord, nor 
did they invoke with submission to Him. 

Aji I Jll pjAii |jl L\j Ukji |j)l 

"• -** t° * 

23:77 Until, when We open for them the gate of 
severe punishment, then lo! they will be plunged in 
despair. 


c. xjs tat u $ jaj 



23:78 It is He Who has created for you hearing, 
eyes, and hearts. Little thanks you give. 


Aj 3I J 4>ajV' (jl Li jAj 


23:79 And it is He Who has created you on the 
earth, and to Him you shall be gathered back. 


^ tfj J4 ls$ >j 



23:80 And it is He Who gives life and causes death, 
and His is the alternation of night and day. Will you 
not then understand! 

0 jTjVt LJiS C. Jl, 1 J\1 L6 

23:81 Nay, but they say the like of what the men of 
old said. 
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(jjJjkjU Lff LaJaC-j LIJJ J Lid Lf! 1 j3ll 

23:82 They said: "When we are dead and have 
become dust and bones, shall we be resurrected 
indeed!" 

VI Ela a tfis C> ^ LjLLj a=L LVJ 

O^jVl 

23:83 "Verily, this we have been promised — we 
and our fathers before! This is only (from) tales of 
the ancients!" 


Allah's saying: 

... lJjjJIj ^ALfc-kt JaJj 

And indeed We seized them with punishment, 

means, 'We tried and tested them with 
difficulties and calamities.' 

His saying: 


(VI) j■ ^3LjJ Uoj Ua3 


but they humbled not themselves to their Lord, nor did 
they invoke with submission to Him. 

means, that did not deter them from their 
disbelief and resistance, rather they persisted in 
their sin and misguidance, 

IjjtSjLil Ua (but they humbled not themselves), 

(nor did they invoke (Allah) with 
submission to Him). 

they did not call on Him. 

This is like the Ayah: 
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°44j^ liiloi 1 j^aj \X1} 31 V jla 


When Our torment reached them, why 
then did they not humble themselves! But 
their hearts became hardened, (6:43) 

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Ibn Abbas said, 

"Abu Sufyan came to the Messenger of Allah and 
said, '0 Muhammad, I ask you by Allah and by 
the ties of kinship between us, we have been 
reduced to eating camel hair and blood.' 

Then Allah revealed, Ua 4>Q3ii jUj 

(And indeed We seized them with punishment, 
but they humbled not themselves). 

This was also recorded by An-Nasa'i. 

The basis of this Hadith is in the Two Sahihs, where it 
says that the Messenger of Allah prayed against the 
Quraysh when he could not make any headway with 
them, and he said, 




0 Allah, help me against them sending on them 
seven years (of famine) like the seven (years of 
drought) of Yusuf. 

(w) uj- u 4“ a 131 Ajjikii t—il^c. 13 1313 Ukjia 131 


Until, when We open for them the gate of severe 
punishment, then lo! they will be plunged in despair. 

When the command of Allah reaches them and 
the Hour comes to them suddenly, and they are 
overtaken by the punishment of Allah which they 
were not expecting, then they will despair of any 
ease and goodness, and all their hopes will 
disappear. 
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A reminder of the Blessings of Allah and His immense Power 


Allah tells: 


adatllj ^aliill -TI Uilf ij'A\ 


It is He Who has created for you hearing, eyes, and 
hearts. 


Allah mentions His blessings to His servants, in 
that He has given them hearing, sight and 
understanding through which they come to know 
things and draw lessons from them, the signs 
which attest to the Oneness of Allah and indicate 
that He is the One Who does what He wills and 
chooses what He wants. 


( V A ) Ca ILB 


Little thanks you give. 


means, how little you thank Allah for the 
blessings He has given you. 


This is like the Ayah: 

jjjjbaj-aj du jlj jjjIjII Uaj 


And most of mankind will not believe even if you 
desire it eagerly. (12:103) 

He says: 

(v<\) AjIIj jAj 

And it is He Who has created you on the earth, and to 
Him you shall be gathered back. 

Allah tells us about His great power and 
overwhelming authority, for He is the One Who 
originated creation and put people in all parts of 
the earth, with their different nations, languages 
and characteristics, then on the Day of 
Resurrection He will gather them all together, the 
first of them and the last, at a fixed time on a day 
appointed, and none will be left out, young or old, 
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male or female, noble or insignificant, but all will 
be brought back as they were originally created. 

Allah said: 


of * ' f' 

< llgjj 3 ^ _J 

And it is He Who gives life and causes death, 

meaning, He will bring the scattered bones back 
to life and cause the death of the nations, 

... ji^iij jaii aJj ... 


and His is the alternation of night and day. 

meaning, by His command night and day are 
subjugated, each of them following the other and 
never departing from that pattern, as Allah says: 

(JjjUoi JJI iJ -uj V 


It is not for the sun to overtake the moon, 
nor does the night outstrip the day. 
(36:40) 

(A « ) Uflt 

Will you not then understand! 

means, do you not have minds that tell you of the 
Almighty, All-Knowing to Whom all things are 
subjugated, Who has power over all things and to 
Whom all things submit! 


The Id olators thought that Resurrection after Death was very| 

unlikelyH 


Then Allah tells us about those who denied the resurrection, 
who were like the disbelievers who came before them: 

(A ^ jtl! tjli Ua JlLa I 


(AY) 'ujS tist liUsc-j Dji Gl* iGt IjUS 
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Nay, but they say the like of what the men of old said. 
They said: 

"When we are dead and have become dust and bones, 
shall we be resurrected indeed!" 

They thought it very unlikely that this would 
happen after they had disintegrated into nothing. 

(AV) (jJjtll 'jjjal 1J ill lift j] Qa lift IjjOj IjJc-j 

"Verily, this we have been promised -- we and our 
fathers before (us)! This is only the tales of the 
ancients!" 

This means, 

"It is impossible that we could be brought back. 
This was said by those who learned it from the 
books and disputes of the ancients." 

This denial and rejection on their part is like the 
Ayah where Allah tells us about them: 

fjS til ^ 1 jlH 

' o •' . •' « ' 

a j La-ili 
a ^)A IjoiILj ^A 1 jla 


"Even after we are crumbled bones," 

They say: "It would in that case, be a return with 
loss!" 


But it will be only a single Zajrah, When behold, 
they find themselves on the surface of the earth 
alive after their death. (79:11-14) 


(jjj-a ~..V jA Ijl! 4 a°li j A lalA. jjf 

j ~ 3a«3l jjx (Jli A ilk iliLa ID 

jA j (Jjt lAUijt lJ Ja 
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Does not man see that We have created him from 
Nutfah. Yet behold he (stands forth) as an open 
opponent. And he puts forth for Us a parable, and 
forgets his own creation. 

He says: "Who will give life to these bones after 
they are rotten and have become dust!" 

Say: "He will give life to them Who created them 
for the first time! And He is the All-Knower of 
every creation!" (36:77-79) 


jj jiajfy 1 4 'jA J* 

23:84 Say: "Whose is the earth and whosoever is 
therein! If you know!" 

jj’J3 ill! ‘J a31 oJ 

23:85 They will say: "It is Allah's!" Say: "Will you 
not then remember!" 

*.0 $ " " 0 £ *1 ^ ' Z t| ^ ^ " 0 

AjJax 1) L-Jjj jjqul CjLP 

23:86 Say: "Who is (the) Lord of the seven heavens, 
and (the) Lord of the Great Throne!" 

OjSSS iUl -JS 41 Ojl.(&L. 

23:87 They will say: "Allah." Say: "Will you not then 
have Taqwa!" 

344 V'j 3A4 > j 'JS JijSL <> 

oJ 4 k 

23:88 Say: "In Whose Hand is the sovereignty of 
everything! And He protects, while against Whom 
there is no protector, if you know!" 
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" 0 H 


ill °J* 


23:89 They will say: "(All that belongs) to Allah." 
Say: "How then are you deceived and turn away 
from the truth!" 


hjS>ia li 

23:90 Nay, but We have brought them the truth, 
and verily, they are liars. 


The Idolators believe in Tawhid Ar-Rubu biyyah, which 
requires them to believe in Tawhid Al-UluhiyyahB^^^p^S 


Allah states that the fact that He is One and that He is 
independent in His creation, control, dominion and guides one 
to realize that there is no God except Him and that none should 
be worshipped except Him Alone, with no partner or associate. 
He tells His Messenger Muhammad to say to the idolators who 
worship others besides Him, even though they admit His 
Lordship, that He has no partner in Lordship. But despite this 
they still attributed partners in divinity to Him, and worshipped 
others besides Him even though they recognized the fact that 
those whom they worshipped could not create anything, did not 
own anything, nor do they have any control over anything. 
However, they still believed that these creatures could bring 
them closer to Allah, 


JKj 411 (jJI IjU 


We worship them only that they may bring us near to 
Allah. (39:3) 

So Allah says: 

... L>°J CH 3 

Say: "Whose is the earth and whosoever is therein!" 

meaning, "Who is the Owner Who has created it 
and whatever is in it of animals, plants, fruits and 
all other kinds of creation." 
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(as) a 


"If you know!" 

They will say: "It is Allah's!" 

means, they will admit that this belongs to Allah 
Alone with no partner or associate. 

If that is the case, 

(Ao) Hat °Ja ... 


Say: "Will you not then remember!" 


that none should be worshipped except the 
Creator and Provider. 


(Al) ~ i __ijj ^°n nil pi jLalHI (J® 


Say: "Who is Lord of the seven heavens, and Lord of the 
Great Throne!" 


means, "Who is the Creator of the higher realm 
with its planets, lights and angels who submit to 
Him in all regions and in all directions! Who is the 
Lord of the Great Throne, which is the highest of 
all created things!" 


Allah says here: 




and Lord of the Great Throne, 
meaning the Mighty Throne. 

At the end of the Surah, Allah says: 

Hjj... 

the Lord of the Supreme Throne! (23:116), 

meaning splendid and magnificent. 
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The Throne combines the features of height and 
vastness with splendor and magnificence. This is 
why it was said that it is made of red rubies. 

Ibn Mas' ud said, 

"There is no night or day with your Lord, and the 
light of the Throne is from the Light of His Face." 

(AV) 'jjSS Hat a 5J 'jjl 


They will say: "Allah." 

Say: "Will you not then have Taqwa!" 

meaning, since you admit that He is the Lord of 
the heavens and the Lord of the Mighty Throne, 
will you not fear His punishment for worshipping 
others besides Him and associating others with 
Him! 


£■ d-ljSLa a Ay 

Say: "In Whose Hand is the sovereignty of everything!" 
i.e., sovereignty is in His Hands. 

I § JJj. «alJJ A^Ja jA 'Vj Ajlj (jy H 

There is not a moving creature but He has 
grasp of its forelock. (11:56) 

meaning, He has control over it. 

The Messenger of Allah used to say, 

a Ay (_£ ill j U 

By the One in Whose hand is my soul. 

When he swore an oath, he would say, 

l_i jfil yy^SLaj U 


By the One Who turns over (controls) the hearts. 
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He, may He be glorified, is the Creator, the 
Sovereign, the Controller, 

(AA) (jj-aLtj '5 (_jl jl^-S 

And He protects (all), while against Whom there is no 
protector, if you know! 

Among the Arabs, if a leader announced his protection to 
a person, no one could go against him in that, yet no 
one could offer protection against that leader. 

Allah says: 


AjIc. Uj 


And He protects (all), while against Whom there is no 
protector, 

meaning, He is the greatest Master, and there is 
none greater than Him. His is the power to create 
and to command, and none can overturn or 
oppose His ruling. What He wills happens, and 
what He does not, will not happen. 

Allah says: 

j (JjtSJ \-aC- (jtj-uJ V 



He cannot be questioned about what He does, 
while they will be questioned. (21:23) 


He cannot be asked about what He does because 
of His greatness, Pride, overwhelming power, 
wisdom and justice, but all of His creation will be 
asked about what they did, as Allah says: 


'V ■ all 

LaC. 


So, by your Lord, We shall certainly call all of 
them to account. For all that they used to do. 
(15:92-93) 
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They will say: "(All that belongs) to Allah." 


means, they will admit that the Almighty Master 
Who protects all while against Him there is no 
protector is Allah Alone, with no partner or 
associate. 


(A^) °Ja ... 

Say: "How then are you deceived and turn away from 
the truth!" 

means, how can your minds accept the idea of 
worshipping others besides Him when you 
recognize and acknowledge that! 

Then Allah says: 

l3^1j ^lid (Jj 


Nay, but We have brought them the truth, 

which is the declaration that there is no god 
worthy of worship besides Allah, and the 
establishment of clear, definitive and sound proof 
to that effect, 


0 *) ... 


and verily, they are liars. 

means, in their worship of others alongside Allah 
when they have no evidence for doing so, as Allah 
says at the end of this Surah: 

Uajll a! (jlA U l^JI a!)I Aj jj-a j 

U AjI Aj j Sif. A. .'I j. ja. 

And whoever invokes, besides Allah, any 
other god, of whom he has no proof; then 
his reckoning is only with his Lord. Surely, 
the disbelievers will not be successful. 
( 23 : 117 ) 
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The idolators have no evidence for what they are 
doing, which has led them into lies and 
misguidance. Rather they are following their 
forefathers and predecessors who were confused 
and ignorant, as Allah describes them: 

"We found our fathers following a certain 
way and religion, and we will indeed follow 
their footsteps." (43:23) 


Ajua Caj .lij Alii AaJil U<a 

23:91 No son (or offspring) did Allah beget, nor is 
there any god along with Him. 

bUJj 'JJk Uy 'JS 1 jj 

(If there had been many gods), then each god 
would have taken away what he had created, and 
some would have tried to overcome others! 


Ca£- Alii 


o ^ 

Ijuo 


Glorified be Allah above all that they attribute to 
Him! 

Uac. ^gl j l. ml) c. 

23:92 All-Knower of the unseen and the seen! 
Exalted be He over all that they associate as 
partners to Him! 


Allah has no Partner or Associate 


Allah declares Himself to be above having any child or partner 
in dominion, control and worship. 


He says: 
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(jjIlk, Uaj <11 (JS Ijl <11 <soa jjlS U«j jlj <lll -lijl Ua 

^_pa*J ^^Ic. ‘ «ail J Uklj 


No son did Allah beget, nor is there any god along with 
Him. (If there had been many gods), then each god 
would have taken away what he had created, and some 
would have tried to overcome others. 


meaning, if it were decreed that there should be a 
plurality of deities, each of them would have 
exclusive control over whatever he had created, 
so there would never be any order in the 
universe. But what we see is that the universe is 
ordered and cohesive, with the upper and lower 
realms connected to one another in the most 
perfect fashion. 


C/jJj (j-*k jll (jla. ^ jj La 


you can see no fault in the creation of the Most 
Gracious. (67:3) 

Moreover, if there were a number of gods, each 
of them would try to subdue the other with 
enmity, and one would prevail over the other. 

This has been mentioned by the scholars of Ilm- 
ul-Kalam, who discussed it using the evidence of 
mutual resistance or counteraction. 

This idea states that if there were two or more 
creators, one would want to make a body move 
while the other would want to keep it immobile, 
and if neither of them could achieve what they 
wanted, then both would be incapable, but the 
One Whose existence is essential (i.e., Allah) 
cannot be incapable. It is impossible for the will of 
both to be fulfilled because of the conflict. 

This dilemma only arises when a plurality of gods 
is suggested, so it is impossible for there to be 
such a plurality, because if the will of one is 
fulfilled and not the other, the one who prevails 
will be the one whose existence is essential (i.e., 
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God) and the one who is prevailed over will be 
merely possible (i.e., he is not divine), because it 
is not befitting for the one to be defeated whose 
existence is essential. 

Allah says: 

(‘M ) EaC. All! (jLilb-u J ~ £ liaxJ U*lj 

and some would have tried to overcome others! 

Glorified be Allah above all that they attribute to Him! 

meaning, high above all that the stubborn 
wrongdoers say when they claim that He has a 
son or partner. 


» ^ g All J (_u*3! al\Jc. 


All-Knower of the unseen and the seen! 


means, He knows what is hidden from His 
creatures and what they see. 


V) lit JljtSa ... 

Exalted be He over all that they associate as partners to 
Him! 

means, sanctified and glorified and exalted be He 
above all that the wrongdoers and liars say. 


UJ^ u c5-y<>“ W 

23:93 Say: "My Lord! If You would show me that 
with which they are threatened, " 

li f 'j3i ^ ^ G j 

23:94 "My Lord! Then, put me not amongst the 
people who are the wrongdoers." 
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jjjiU U dL JJJ* Qj 

23:95 And indeed We are able to show you that 
with which We have threatened them. 

A "1" A +0 % A 0 ' -££55 *i A " 0 f ■" ,,g*4 0 40 « 

Laj ^aic-i ^pj 4 n jl» i) j»^l £3 Ui 

23:96 Repel evil with that which is better. We are 
best-acquainted with the things they utter. 

£jjJa_l2d]l Clll jxA °{^ja (iL UjL! Ljj L@j 

23:97 And say: "My Lord! I seek refuge with You 
from the whisperings of the Shayatin." 

* * , a ' \ « ' ' t * f i- 

u* MJ “ 

23:98 "And I seek refuge with You, My Lord! lest 
they should come near me." 


The Command to call on Allah when Calamity strikes, to repel 
Evil with that which is better, and to seek refuge with AllahBV? 


Allah commands His Prophet Muhammad to: 


J 


Say: 

Allah commands His Prophet Muhammad to call on Him 
with this supplication when calamity strikes: 

0^) ^ ijAlp ^°] ... 

My Lord! If You would show me that with which they are 
threatened. 


(^ i ) ^ jS3l Ui L_lj 

"My Lord! Then, put me not amongst the people who are 
the wrongdoers." 
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meaning, 'if You punish them while I am 
witnessing that, then do not cause me to be one 
of them.' 

As was said in the Hadith recorded by Imam Ahmad and 
At-Tirmidhi, who graded it Sahih: 

(jjjLa JJC. liLlI jj3 Ajj| j*jLi CjJjf I j 

If You want to test people, then take me to You 
(cause me to die) without having to undergo the 
test. 


®) Ua (jt (_5^- Ijjj 

And indeed We are able to show you that with which We 
have threatened them. 

means, 'if We willed, We could show you the 
punishment and test that We will send upon 
them.’ 

Then Allah shows him the best way to behave when mixing with 
people, which is to treat kindly the one who treats him badly, so 
as to soften his heart and turn his enmity to friendship, and to 
turn his hatred to love. 

Allah says: 

AjJjjJI ( _ S A £^1 

Repel evil with that which is better. 

This is like the Ayah: 

'Jfj S'jli aXuj l‘ia 

1 (jjjll V) UlaL Ua^a-Laa. 


Repel (the evil) with one which is better, then 
verily he, between whom and you there was 
enmity, (will become) as though he was a close 
friend. But none is granted it except those who 
are patient. 


81 



meaning, nobody will be helped or inspired to 
follow this advice or attain this quality, 

(except those who are patient), 

meaning, those who patiently bear 
people's insults and bad treatment and 
deal with them in a good manner when 
they are on the receiving end of bad 
treatment from them, 




j 


and none is granted it except the owner of the 
great portion. 

means, in this world and the Hereafter. 
( 41 : 34 - 35 ) 

| ^ 1) «aJ UaJ ^lc-1 /pj 


We are best-acquainted with the things they utter. 


And Allah says: 


V) (jjlaLluill pi QA liL JjC-f (_JSj 


And say: "My Lord! I seek refuge with You from the 
whisperings of the Shayatin." 


Allah commanded him to seek refuge with Him 
from the Shayatin, because no trick could help 
you against them and you cannot protect yourself 
by being kind to them. 


We have already stated, when discussing Isti'adhah 
(seeking refuge), that the Messenger of Allah used to 
say, 


o_jlaA qa rjliaJpl (j a pl^l ^Laliill AllLj JjC-f 

pAjj 


I seek refuge with Allah, the All-Hearing, All- 
Seeing, from the accursed Shayatin, from his 
whisperings, evil suggestions and insinuations. 
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His saying: 


"And I seek refuge with You, My Lord! lest they should 
come near me." 

means, in any issue of my life. 

So we are commanded to mention Allah at the 
beginning of any undertaking, in order to ward off 
the Shayatin at the time of eating, intercourse, 
slaughtering animals for food, etc. 

Abu Dawud recorded that the Messenger of Allah used to 
say: 


‘fjp L> *4? cP) • 

dljUl Aifc 'Ufoti (jl 

0 Allah, 

• I seek refuge with You from old age, 

• I seek refuge with You from being crushed 
or drowned, and 

• I seek refuge with you from being 
assaulted by the Shayatin at the time of 
death. 


L_) j 'Jla Cl) jUi c-l^. Icl ^jr^- 

23:99 Until, when death comes to one of them, he 
says: "My Lord! Send me back," 

Ua 141a 

23:100 "So that I may do good in that which I have 
left behind!" 
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ty. J! i'jji '> i+s» ^ 

- o* 

U>^ 

No! (Kalla) It is but a word that he speaks; and in 
front of them is Barzakh until the Day when they 
will be resurrected. 


The Disbelievers' Hope when death approaches 


Allah tells: 

... 'Jl l 131 

Until, when death comes to one of them, he says: 

Allah tells us about what happens when death 
approaches one of the disbelievers or one of those who 
have been negligent with the commands of Allah. He 
tells us what he says and how he asks to come back to 
this world so that he can rectify whatever wrongs he 
committed during his lifetime. 

(^) s-u ... 

US CllSjJ Uaj2 ISJU^ (_£aC-t JjU 

"My Lord! Send me back, so that I may do good in that 
which I have left behind!" No! 


This is like the Ayat: 

dljUll (jf La jjja 1 jaaij 


And spend of that with which We have provided 
you before death comes to one of you, until His 
saying: j U (And Allah is All-Aware 

of what you do. (63:10-11) 


And warn mankind of the Day when the torment 
will come unto them upto His saying; U'jJ <> ^ L* 
(that you would not leave (the world for the 
Hereafter). (14:44) 
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And His saying: 

UlJJ (JjoiJ la. 13 (Jua QA Ojjaij (jjill (JjSJ aLjIj ^f-J fJi 

(_£ jll JJC- (_P' , »j3 jf US 1 aVoj3 *L*ll jJmO LjI (J^3 JjkJlj 

iJSokj 


On the Day the event is finally fulfilled, those who 
neglected it before will say: "Verily, the 
Messengers of our Lord did come with the truth, 
now are there any intercessors for us that they 
might intercede on our behalf Or could we be sent 
back so that we might do deeds other than those 
deeds which we used to do." (7:53) 


And; 


lip. Ag; j 1 ^joiSSj jl ^ jj j 

'j ojS tjl LaJ-l^a J-akj Uka. lla LSx^ajoi 9 Ij u^ajf 


And if you only could see when the criminals shall 
hang their heads before their Lord (saying): "Our 
Lord! We have now seen and heard, so send us 
back, that we will do righteous good deeds. 
Verily, we now believe with certainty." (32:12) 


And; 

tii ljI_j i—jjfli V j ijj l jjjL 1 jllla jllll 1 jshj 3] j3j 


If you could but see when they will be held over 
the (Hell) Fire! They will say: "Would that we 
were but sent back! Then we would not deny the 
Ayat of our Lord. .." until His saying; uJf^ 

(And indeed they are liars). (6:27-28) 

And; 

- y** l.jIjjJI Ijtj l«3 C) .t) 


And you will see the wrongdoers, when they 
behold the torment, they will say: "Is there any 
way of return!" (42:44) 
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And; 

^1 (J^a Uajptll (jliiii! 


J UA^ 1 


ULf IS J1 jUS 

l> £JJ^ 


They will say: "Our Lord! You have made us to die 
twice, and You have given us life twice! Now we 
confess our sins, then is there any way to get 
out!" (40:11) 

and the Ayah after it: 


And; 

I JJC- taj-l^a (_£a*j Ujj lg_j3 <aJ ^Aj 

jjjUl! ^»S?.L^.j jSij jj-a 4-l3 U° ^3jt (Jlaxj U-S 

jJmO ^ j^al Ual) Usi 


Therein they will cry: "Our Lord! Bring us out, we 
shall do righteous good deeds, not what we used 
to do." 

(Allah will reply:) "Did We not give you lives long 
enough, so that whosoever would receive 
admonition could receive it And the warner came 
to you. So taste you (the evil of your deeds). For 
the wrongdoers there is no helper." (35:37) 

Allah says that they will ask to go back, when death 
approaches, on the Day of Resurrection, when they are 
gathered for judgment before the Compeller (Allah) and 
when they are in the agonies of the punishment of Hell, 
but their prayer will not be answered. 

Here Allah says: 

.. ja l^i us .. 


No! It is but a word that he speaks; 

The word Kalla (No!) is a word that is used to 
rebuke, and the meaning is: 

"No, We will not respond to what he asks for and 
We will not accept it from him." 
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.. i^is ja .. 


It is but a word that he speaks, 

refers to his asking to go back so that he can do 
righteous deeds; 


this is just talk on his part, it would not be 
accompanied by any action. If he were to go 
back, he would not do any righteous good deeds, 
he is merely lying, as Allah says: 


L)J* 




4-ic. 


1 u ijlsJ ijjj °jij 


But if they were returned, they would 
certainly revert to that which they were 
forbidden. And indeed they are liars. 
( 6 : 28 ) 

Qatadah said: 

"By Allah, he will not wish to go back to his family 
and tribe, or to accumulate more of the things of 
this world or satisfy his desires, but he will wish 
that he could go back to do acts of obedience to 
Allah. May Allah have mercy on a man who does 
that which the disbeliever will wish he had done 
when he sees the punishment of Hell." 


Barzakh and Punishment therein 


Allah says: 


0 • •) uj^y f jy ij\ zjji jj i>j ... 

and in front of them is Barzakh until the Day when they 
will be resurrected. 

Abu Salih and others said that: &*j (and in front of 

them), means before them. 

Mujahid said, 

Al-Barzakh is a barrier between this world and 
the Hereafter. 
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Muhammad bin Ka' b said, 

"Al-Barzakh is what is between this world and 
the Hereafter, neither they are the people of this 
world, eating and drinking, nor are they with the 
people of the Hereafter, being rewarded or 
punished for their deeds." 

Abu Sakhr said, 

"Al-Barzakh refers to the graves. They are 
neither in this world nor the Hereafter, and they 
will stay there until the Day of Resurrection." 

... cX« t>J 


and in front of them is Barzakh. 

In these words is a threat to those wrongdoers at 
the time of death, of the punishment of Barzakh. 

This is similar to the Ayat: 

JJ L> 

In front of them there is Hell. (45:10) 

and in front of him will be a great torment. (14: 
17) 

fJi lA 

until the Day when they will be resurrected. 

means, he will be punished continually until the 
Day of Resurrection, as it says in the Hadith: 

<JI jj Ua 


He will continue to be punished in it. 
meaning, in the earth. 
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Vj IXajJ '{)} L—1 mi) ^ £tij 111! 

jjfcUolJJ 

23:101 Then, when the Trumpet is blown, there will 
be no kinship among them that Day, nor will they 
ask of one another. 

i Ck| * % "As. 't 0 ^ ^ 0 ,* -» 

lflA » aA c£u jL- liaj 

23:102 Then, those whose Scales (of good deeds) 
are heavy, these! they are the successful. 

* "ti ' I 0 ? * " 0 ^. 6 ", o'" 

H UtiM* <—i^ c>J 


UJ 


Mi 




23:103 And those whose Scales (of good deeds) are 
light, they are those who lose themselves, in Hell 
will they abide. 

Uj4^ fea fa jtlll jkj 

23:104 The Fire will burn their faces, and therein 
they will grin, with displaced lips (disfigured). 


The s ounding of the Trumpet and the weighing of Deeds in the| 


Allah says: 


jjLJ! ^1 


1311 


Then, when the Trumpet is blown, 


Allah says that when the Trumpet is blown for the 
Resurrection, and the people rise from their 
graves, 


( \ « ^ ) (jjleUalJJ Uj piojj °^JdJ L-lllajl Ua 


there will be no kinship among them that Day, nor will 
they ask of one another. 
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meaning that lineage will be of no avail on that 
Day, and a father will not ask about his son or 
care about him. 

Allah says: 




And no friend will ask a friend (about his 
condition), though they shall be made to see one 
another. (70:10-11) 

meaning, no relative will ask about another 
relative, even if he can see him and even if he is 
carrying a heavy burden. Even if he was the 
dearest of people to him in this world, he will not 
care about him or take even the slightest part of 
his burden from him. 


Allah says: 

(jjii f. jloll jij 

4_Jj! j j 

<jjjj ja. , 

That Day shall a man flee from his brother. 

And from his mother and his father. And 
from his wife and his children. (80:34-36) 

Ibn Mas' ud said, 

"On the Day of Resurrection, Allah will gather the 
first and the last, then a voice will call out, 
'Whoever is owed something by another, let him 
come forth and take it.' And a man will rejoice if 
he is owed something or had been mistreated by 
his father or child or wife, even if it is little." 


This is confirmed in the Book of Allah, where Allah 
says: 




I UOJ-J 1 
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Then, when the Trumpet is blown, there 
will be no kinship among them that Day, 
nor will they ask of one another. 

This was recorded by Ibn Abi Hatim. 

• Y) liljljti 4-ij^jlj-a Clikj jj-a3 

Then, those whose Scales are heavy, these! they are the 
successful. 

means, the one whose good deeds outweigh his 
bad deeds, even by one. 

This was the view of Ibn Abbas. 

... ^ ailjti ... 

they are the successful. 

means, those who have attained victory and been 
saved from Hell and admitted to Paradise. 

Ibn Abbas said, 

"These are the ones who have attained what they 
wanted and been saved from an evil from which 
there is no escape." 

jl ua i" (j-sj 


And those whose Scales are light, 

means, their evil deeds outweigh their good 
deeds. 




... 


they are those who lose themselves, 

means, they are doomed and have ended up with 
the worst deal. 

Allah says: 

p * r ) ... 

in Hell will they abide. 
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meaning, they will stay there forever and will 
never leave. 

... jilii jkj 

The Fire will burn their faces, 

This is like the Ayah: 

jllll ^ wiVi j 


and fire will cover their faces. (14:50) 
and: 


(jc. jilii ^jc. ^ (jj^. ji 


If only those who disbelieved knew (the time) 
when they will not be able to ward off the Fire 
from their faces, nor from their backs. (21:39) 

* i) ujf4^ ... 

and therein they will grin, with displaced lips. 

Ali bin Abi Talhah narrated from Ibn Abbas, 

"Frowning." 


23:105 "Were not My Ayat recited to you, and then 
you used to deny them!" 

'jlllb Lj! 1ILL \i& Uj j 1 jHI 

23:106 They will say: "Our Lord! Our wretchedness 
overcame us, and we were (an) erring people." 

tita tii a 1 * ^ 15j 


23:107 "Our Lord! Bring us out of this. If ever we 
return (to evil), then indeed we shall be 
wrongdoers." 
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Rebuking the People of Hell, their admission of Their 
Wretchedness and their Request to be brought out of HellWaHI 


This is a rebuke from Allah to the people of Hell for the disbelief, 
sins, unlawful deeds and evil actions that they committed, 
because of which they were doomed. 

Allah says: 

( ^ « o ) Jjj jjiG 

"Were not My Ayat recited to you, and then you used to 
deny them!" 

meaning, 'I sent Messengers to you, and 
revealed Books, and cleared the confusion for 
you, so you have no excuse.' 

This is like the Ayat: 

jLjii '&) aik 4i! jk ^ 

in order that mankind should have no plea 
against Allah after the Messengers. (4:165) 

JJOIJ dUt-lj Gl j 


And We never punish until We have sent a 
Messenger. (17:15) 


jjG Ga3S 


Every time a group is cast therein, its keeper will 
ask: "Did no warner come to you" Until His 
saying; (So, away with the 

dwellers of the blazing Fire!) (67:8-10) 


... ' 


They will say: 


( } * “l ) jjjGla La jl dSj 05jLi ' ffi~. llulc. Gjj 

Our Lord! Our wretchedness overcame us, and we were 
(an) erring people. 
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meaning, evidence has been established against 
us, but we were so doomed that we could not 
follow it, so we went astray and were not guided. 

Then they will say: 

( ) .v) ISIS Hi "jll lij 

Our Lord! Bring us out of this. If ever we return (to evil), 
then indeed we shall be wrongdoers. 

meaning, send us back to the world, and if we go 
back to what we used to do before, then we will 
indeed be wrongdoers who deserve punishment. 

This is like the Ayat: 

Now we confess our sins, then is there any way to 
get out, Until His statement: ^ 

(So the judgment is only with Allah, the Most 
High, the Most Great!). (40:11-12) 

meaning, there will be no way out, because you 
used to associate partners in worship with Allah 
whereas the believers worshipped Him Alone. 


OjiJSi y j I jLAI 'JlS 

23:108 He (Allah) will say: "Remain you in it with 
ignominy! And speak you not to Me!" 

23:109 Verily, there was a party of My servants who 
used to say: 

j£. '^fj j a iu; i£j 


"Our Lord! We believe, so forgive us and have 
mercy on us, for You are the Best of all who show 
mercy!" 
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0 * *2 0 f ° t° ' 4 f" °» 0 i >|1 

,->g i«Q a- 1 1 yj (_£ VN jai aA j)<a V i*\ 1L3 

23:110 But you took them for a laughing stock, so 
much so that they made you forget My 
remembrance while you used to laugh at them! 

* * * * \ * " \' ' o 'l| * ■> M'*.[ 

UJJ^’ ^ es 4 

23:111 Verily, I have rewarded them this Day for 
their patience; they are indeed the ones that are 
successful. 


Allah's Response and Rejection of the Disbelievers 


This is the response of Allah to the disbelievers when they ask 
Him to bring them out of the Fire and send them back to this 
world. 


... Jis 


He (Allah) will say: 


I ^ -l3 I J j L H-vl 


Remain you in it with ignominy! 

meaning, abide therein, humiliated, despised and 
scorned. 


(^ * A) jxlSj Uj 


And speak you not to Me! 

means, 'do not ask for this again, for I will not respond 
to you. 

AI-'Awfi reported from Ibn Abbas concerning this Ayah, 
(jjA&i Uj IjjLaI (Remain you in it with ignominy! And 
speak you not to Me!) 
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"These are the words of Ar-Rahman when 
silencing them." 

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Abdullah bin ' Amr said, 


"The people of Hell will call on Malik for forty 
years, and he will not answer them. Then he will 
respond and tell them that they are to abide 
therein. By Allah, their cries will mean nothing to 
Malik or to the Lord of Malik. Then they will call 
on their Lord and will say, 


jTIT 1 v; *q .V, l i ~ \\\r. \ \\ ^ 

Hi °Ji i i^i. likjkt Sj 


Our Lord! Our wretchedness overcame us, 
and we were (an) erring people. Our Lord! 
Bring us out of this. If ever we return (to 
evil), then indeed we shall be wrongdoers. 
(23:106-107) 


Allah will not answer them for a time span 
equivalent to twice the duration of this world. 
Then He will reply: Uj '■fc? (Remain 

you in it with ignominy! And speak you not to 
Me!) 

By Allah, the people will not utter a single word 
after that, and they will merely be in the Fire of 
Hell, sighing in a high and low tone. Their voices 
are likened to those of donkeys, which start in a 
high tone and end in a low tone." 


Then Allah will remind them of their sins in this world and how 
they used to make fun of His believing servants and close 
friends: 


Clif J \ HI jili Ijlal Ijjj 1 j-a 

(I * ^ 


Verily, there was a party of My servants who used to 
say: "Our Lord! We believe, so forgive us and have 
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mercy on us, for You are the Best of all who show 
mercy!" But you took them for a laughing stock, 

meaning, 'you made fun of them for calling on 
Me and praying to Me,' 

... ... 

so much so that they made you forget My remembrance, 

means, your hatred for them made you forget 
what I would do to you. 

(n «) jjSklaj ... 

while you used to laugh at them! 

means, at their deeds and worship. 

This is like the Ayah: 

Yj'j* ft]j 

Verily, those who committed crimes used to laugh 
at those who believed. And, whenever they 
passed by them, used to wink one to another. 
(83:29-30) 

meaning, they used to slander them in mockery. 

Then Allah tells us how He will reward His friends and righteous 
servants, and says: 

... ^ gH) 

Verily, I have rewarded them this Day for their patience; 

meaning, 'for the harm and mockery that you 
inflicted on them, 

( n ^^ <4^ ... 

they are indeed the ones that are successful. 

I have caused them to attain the victory of joy, 
safety, Paradise and salvation from the Fire.' 
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oh- j -jjy ■(£. m 

23:112 He will say: "What number of years did you 
stay on earth!" 

jLu y wjj uy i jiu 

23:113 They will say: "We stayed a day or part of a 
day. Ask of those who keep account." 

0 j l&l ‘fiS ‘fS! - j5 iys Vl JAJ u! 'J£ 

23:114 He will say: "You stayed not but a little, if 
you had only known!" 

^ Lull ^2 sjI j Luc. -»S Loj) aUjuu^I 

23:115 "Did you think that We had created you in 
play, and that you would not be brought back to 
Us!" 

(jSjyt L/j ji V) <JI V jUI aui 4111 ^lila 

23:116 So Exalted be Allah, the True King: None has 
the right to be worshipped but He, the Lord of Al- 
' Arsh Al-Karim! 


Allah tells them how much they wasted in their short lives in 
this world by failing to obey Allah and worship Him Alone. If 
they had been patient during their short stay in this world, they 
would have attained victory just like His pious close friends. 

( 1 1 Y) (jLbai ^uajtll VmjI (JH 

He will say: "What number of years did you stay on 
earth!" 

means, how long did you stay in this world. 
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( ^ I V) jjjjUJI (jLoilS jkjj jiaAJ jt \la jj Lml I 

They will say: "We stayed a day or part of a day. Ask of 
those who keep account." 

meaning, those who keep the records. 


... ILE til ^ jl 'JIS 

He will say: "You stayed not but a little..." 

meaning, it was only a short time, no matter how 
you look at it. 


if you had only known! 

means, you would not have preferred the 
transient to the eternal, and treated yourself in 
this bad way, and earned the wrath of Allah in 
this short period. If you had patiently obeyed 
Allah and worshipped Him as the believers did, 
you would have attained victory just as they did. 


Allah did not create His Servants in vain 


Allah tells: 


tijc- Usji iia. jf 

Did you think that We had created you in play, 

means, 'did you think that you were created in 
vain, with no purpose, with nothing required of 
you and no wisdom on Our part! 1 

Or it was said that "in play" meant to play and 
amuse yourselves, like the animals were created, 
who have no reward or punishment. But you were 
created to worship Allah and carry out His 
commands. 

(no) 'jjkkjjUI jjIJ j... 

and that you would not be brought back to Us! 
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means, that you would not be brought back to the 
Hereafter. 

This is like the Ayah: 

(jt (j-ioli^l L-boiajt 


Does man think that he will be left neglected! 
(75:36) 

... &UI All! J\^ 


So Exalted be Allah, the True King. 

means, sanctified be He above the idea that he 
should create anything in vain, for He is the True 
King Who is far above doing such a thing. 

p \ “I) ^jjSI! j*l! !_ijA ill aJ! U ... 

None has the right to be worshipped but He, the Lord of 

AI-'Arsh Al-Karim! 

The Throne is mentioned because it is the highest 
point of all creation, and it is described as Karim, 
meaning beautiful in appearance and splendid in 
form, as Allah says elsewhere: 

£ jj 'iS c > fe? tsiif 

every good kind We cause to grow therein. 

(26:7) 


Aj aJ V SI aIII ai 

H' ' . * %. - 

Ajj Ale. AjLui^. 

23:117 And whoever invokes besides Allah, any 
other god, of whom he has no proof; then his 
reckoning is only with his Lord. 


100 





cJJSl C& V «! 

Surely, disbelievers will not be successful. 

^ J J <—U J 

23:118 And say : "My Lord! Forgive and have mercy, 
for You are the Best of those who show mercy!" 


Allah says: 


l^JI aISI u^j 

And whoever invokes besides Allah, any other god, 

Shirk is the Worst form of Wrong, its Practitioner shall 
never succeed. Allah threatens those who associate 
anything else with Him and worship anything with Him. 
He informs that those who associate others with Allah: 

... <1 U ... 


of whom he has no proof, 

meaning no evidence for what he says. 
Then Allah says: 


Aj a] jjlA U aIII ^ Ai (jxi j 

And whoever invokes, besides Allah, any other god, of 
whom he has no proof; 

this is a conditional sentence, whose fulfilling 
clause is: 


Ajj Ajp. AjI iirs Uajli ... 


then his reckoning is only with his Lord. 

meaning, Allah will call him to account for that. 
Then Allah tells us: 
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(m) 'ujj&\ ... 

Surely, disbelievers will not be successful. 

meaning, they will not be successful with Him on 
the Day of Resurrection; they will not prosper or 
be saved. 


... Jj 


And say: 


i a t| •* .f' 0 ' 0 I' 0 | * * 

U^> jac-' 

My Lord! 

Forgive and have mercy, for You are the 
best of those who show mercy! 


Here Allah is teaching us to recite this 
supplication, for forgiveness, in a general sense, 
means wiping away sins and concealing them 
from people, and mercy means guiding a person 
and helping him to say and do good things. 

This is the end of the Tafsir of Surah Al-Mu'minun. All praise 
and thanks are due to Allah. 


*********** 
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